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DeTamble | September 27, 2017

Student Code of Conduct

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK SESSION:

STUDENT ACTIVISM

Overview

• What is the Code of Conduct?

• Scope and Purpose

• Process Review

• Overview of Changes

• Community Feedback

• Q & A
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What is the Code of Conduct

• Foundational document within the student experience

• Values-oriented

• Code of conduct outlines:

• Minimum expectations for students inside 
and outside the classroom

• Procedures followed when a violation may 
have occurred

• Range of outcomes that can happen if a 
student is responsible for a violation.

Scope and Purpose of Review

Purpose

• Clarity

• Consistency

• Support student safety and 
University mission

• Align code with best 
practices

• Comprehensive student 
handbook (long-term)

Scope
• Undergraduate Code of 

Conduct
• Introduction

• Expectations

• Sanctions

• Procedures

• Policies outside scope
• Honor code

• Appeals

• Medical amnesty

• Alcohol policy
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What should we minimally expect of undergraduate students?

Process Review

Initial Draft

• Model codes

• Institutional 
comparison

Committee

• Broad-based 
review group

• Refined code

Legal 
Review

• Expertise from 
within and 
outside WFU

• Model code
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Process

Modified Policies – Disorderly Conduct

Current

Any behavior that disrupts 
the regular or normal 
functions of the Wake 
Forest University 
community, that occurs on 
or off campus, including 
behavior which breaches 
the peace or violates the 
rights of others, is 
prohibited.

Revised

Conduct that is disorderly, 

lewd, or indecent; breach of 

peace.
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Modified Policies – Disorderly Conduct

Current

Any behavior that disrupts 
the regular or normal 
functions of the Wake 
Forest University 
community, that occurs on 
or off campus, including 
behavior which breaches 
the peace or violates the 
rights of others, is 
prohibited.

Revised

Conduct that is disorderly, 

lewd, or indecent; breach of 

peace.

Disorderly conduct - examples

• Intoxicated student screams profanity while running up 
and down a residence hall hallway at 2 a.m.

• In the Polo Hall elevator, a group of students jump up in 
unison, causing the elevator to stall into an emergency 
mode.

• What behavior are we seeking to describe with this 
policy, and does our language do so precisely?
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Modified Policies –Disruption

Current

Intentional disruption or 

obstruction of teaching, 

study, research, 

administration, disciplinary 

procedures, or other 

University activity, is 

prohibited.

Revised

Substantial disruption or 

obstruction of any University 

activity and/or other 

authorized non-University 

activities which occur on or 

off campus.

Modified Policies –Disruption

Current

Intentional disruption or 

obstruction of teaching, 

study, research, 

administration, disciplinary 

procedures, or other 

University activity, is 

prohibited.

Revised

Substantial disruption or 

obstruction of any University 

activity and/or other 

authorized non-University 

activities which occur on or 

off campus.
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Substantial disruption

Substantial disruption or obstruction of any University activity and/or other 
authorized non-University activities which occur on or off campus. 
Disruptive or obstructive actions include but are not limited to: preventing 
an instructor or speaker from giving a lecture, by means of shouts, 
interruptions, chants or other verbal or audible means; interfering with the 
audience’s view of an instructor or speaker; preventing members of the 
university community from participating in class, hearing a lecture or taking 
an examination; disrupting business operations of the university; disrupting 
use of or access to libraries or residential housing; obstructing passage 
within, into, or out of buildings; interfering with prospective student or 
employer recruitment or university activities for alumni, parents or other 
invited guests; refusing to leave a closed meeting when unauthorized to 
attend; and preventing free pedestrian or vehicular movement onto or 
about campus.

Non-University activities

Substantial disruption or obstruction of any University activity and/or other 
authorized non-University activities which occur on or off campus. 
Disruptive or obstructive actions include but are not limited to: preventing 
an instructor or speaker from giving a lecture, by means of shouts, 
interruptions, chants or other verbal or audible means; interfering with the 
audience’s view of an instructor or speaker; preventing members of the 
university community from participating in class, hearing a lecture or taking 
an examination; disrupting business operations of the university; disrupting 
use of or access to libraries or residential housing; obstructing passage 
within, into, or out of buildings; interfering with prospective student or 
employer recruitment or university activities for alumni, parents or other 
invited guests; refusing to leave a closed meeting when unauthorized to 
attend; and preventing free pedestrian or vehicular movement onto or 
about campus.
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Interrupting the teaching environment

Substantial disruption or obstruction of any University activity and/or other 
authorized non-University activities which occur on or off campus. 
Disruptive or obstructive actions include but are not limited to: preventing 
an instructor or speaker from giving a lecture, by means of shouts, 
interruptions, chants or other verbal or audible means; interfering with the 
audience’s view of an instructor or speaker; preventing members of the 
university community from participating in class, hearing a lecture or taking 
an examination; disrupting business operations of the university; disrupting 
use of or access to libraries or residential housing; obstructing passage 
within, into, or out of buildings; interfering with prospective student or 
employer recruitment or university activities for alumni, parents or other 
invited guests; refusing to leave a closed meeting when unauthorized to 
attend; and preventing free pedestrian or vehicular movement onto or 
about campus.

Interrupting a planned speaker

Substantial disruption or obstruction of any University activity and/or other 
authorized non-University activities which occur on or off campus. 
Disruptive or obstructive actions include but are not limited to: preventing 
an instructor or speaker from giving a lecture, by means of shouts, 
interruptions, chants or other verbal or audible means; interfering with the 
audience’s view of an instructor or speaker; preventing members of the 
university community from participating in class, hearing a lecture or taking 
an examination; disrupting business operations of the university; disrupting 
use of or access to libraries or residential housing; obstructing passage 
within, into, or out of buildings; interfering with prospective student or 
employer recruitment or university activities for alumni, parents or other 
invited guests; refusing to leave a closed meeting when unauthorized to 
attend; and preventing free pedestrian or vehicular movement onto or 
about campus.
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Interrupting University Business

Substantial disruption or obstruction of any University activity and/or other 
authorized non-University activities which occur on or off campus. 
Disruptive or obstructive actions include but are not limited to: preventing 
an instructor or speaker from giving a lecture, by means of shouts, 
interruptions, chants or other verbal or audible means; interfering with the 
audience’s view of an instructor or speaker; preventing members of the 
university community from participating in class, hearing a lecture or taking 
an examination; disrupting business operations of the university; disrupting 
use of or access to libraries or residential housing; obstructing passage 
within, into, or out of buildings; interfering with prospective student or 
employer recruitment or university activities for alumni, parents or other 
invited guests; refusing to leave a closed meeting when unauthorized to 
attend; and preventing free pedestrian or vehicular movement onto or 
about campus.

Interrupting a group from meeting

Substantial disruption or obstruction of any University activity and/or other 
authorized non-University activities which occur on or off campus. 
Disruptive or obstructive actions include but are not limited to: preventing 
an instructor or speaker from giving a lecture, by means of shouts, 
interruptions, chants or other verbal or audible means; interfering with the 
audience’s view of an instructor or speaker; preventing members of the 
university community from participating in class, hearing a lecture or taking 
an examination; disrupting business operations of the university; disrupting 
use of or access to libraries or residential housing; obstructing passage 
within, into, or out of buildings; interfering with prospective student or 
employer recruitment or university activities for alumni, parents or other 
invited guests; refusing to leave a closed meeting when unauthorized to 
attend; and preventing free pedestrian or vehicular movement onto or 
about campus.
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Expression 
Policy/Statement

• Aspirational statement affirming open exchange of 
ideas

Protest 
guidelines

• Offers practical recommendations for students for 
protests and responses to current events

Code of Conduct
• Expresses minimum expectations for 

undergraduate students

What would you like to be able to do without fear of penalty that 

you believe is prohibited by the language?
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Community Feedback

go.wfu.edu/codereview

1. What objective is this policy/procedure trying to meet? 

How does it fail to do so?

2. Can you suggest an alternative to the language 

proposed?

3. How would the alternative language meet the same 

objective or be more effective?
Please note: comments will be moderated for posting to the website.


