Demographics Items
It is recommended that each survey include demographic items. In any assessment collecting demographic data (per request by the creator), Campus Labs will insert the Campus Life standard demographic questions below upon submission of a project. To ensure standardization across surveys, these questions must be included in any survey that contains demographics-related items; nonetheless, surveyees may add additional demographics-related questions:
What is your gender? (Single-choice question)
Male
Female
Genderqueer
An identity not listed here
What is your race? (Single-choice question)
American Indian or Alaskan Native
Asian
Black or African American
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander
White
Two or more races
What is your ethnicity? (Single-choice question)
Hispanic
Non-Hispanic
Are you a citizen of the United States? (Single-choice question)
Yes
No
As which of the following do you identify? (Multiple-choice question)
Straight
Gay
Lesbian
Bisexual
Queer
Cisgender
Transgender
Pansexual
Asexual
Other: (blank field)
All questions may not be relevant to each survey.
To maximize response rates, be sure to include these (and any additional demographics) questions at the end of each survey. For more information on ways to enhance the quantity and quality of responses, check out the Pew Research Center’s methodology tips.
Demographics Project
Additionally, a surveyee may link his/her project to the Demographics Project, an institutional dataset that includes 39 student characteristic variables, potentially useful for data analyses. The Demographics Project is a confidential dataset, managed by Campus Life, Institutional Research, and Campus Labs, whose purpose is to minimize the inclusion of identical demographics questions across surveys (thereby shortening the length of each) and to maximize standardization in reporting. Use of the Demographics Project is highly encouraged.
The Demographics Project includes the following variables:
1. First-Generation Indicator
2. Student Type Description (New/Transfer/Continuing)
3. Student Status Description (Active/Abroad)
4. Campus Description (Reynolda/Non-WFU Abroad/WFU-Abroad)
5. College Description
6. Degree Description
7. Degree Status Description
8. Graduation Date
9. Gender
10. Citizenship
11. Ethnicity
12. American Indian or Alaskan Native Indicator
13. Asian Indicator
14. Black or African American Indicator
15. Hispanic of Any Race Indicator
16. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander Indicator
17. Two or More Races Indicator
18. Unknown Race Indicator
19. White Indicator
20. Nation of Origin
21. Birthdate
22. Student Class Code (FR/SO/JR/SR)
23. Athletic Indicator
24. Major 1 Code
25. Major 1 Description
26. Minor 1 Code
27. Minor 1 Description
28. Major 2 Code
29. Major 2 Description
30. Minor 2 Code
31. Minor 2 Description
32. Major 3 Code
33. Major 3 Description
34. Minor 3 Code
35. Minor 3 Description
36. Term GPA
37. Cumulative Hours Earned
38. Greek Affiliation
39. Housing Status
For additional information regarding the Demographics Project, contact Matt Clifford (clifformw@wfu.edu) in Residence Life & Housing or Phil Handwerk (handwepg@wfu.edu) in Institutional Research.
See the flowchart [link] for an overview of the process of collecting demographics information.
