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Carillon Prelude .........................................................................................................................................Anthony M. Tang ( ’11)

Organ Prelude .............................................................................................................................................. Raymond E. Ebert (’60)
University Carillonneur 

Processional 
 Phoenix Rising by Dan Locklair ........................................................................................................................................Mr. Ebert 

Invocation .............................................................................................................................................. Reverend Timothy L. Auman  
University Chaplain

Opening Remarks .................................................................................................................................... Suzanne Reynolds (JD ’77)
Dean, School of Law 

Presentation of Awards .........................................................................................................................................Dean Reynolds

Introduction of Distinguished Faculty Speaker ................................................................................Dean Reynolds

Faculty Remarks .................................................................................................................................... Professor Rebecca Morrow

Introduction of Distinguished Graduate Speaker ...........................................................................Dean Reynolds

Graduate Remarks ......................................................................................................................... Maria Zawadi Nkonge (JD ’16) 

Administration of Oath ........................................................................................................................................ Timothy Davis 
 Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

The Hooding Ceremony

Presentation of the Graduates ..................................................................................................... Richard Schneider
Associate Dean for International Affairs 

Ellen Murphy
Assistant Dean of Instructional Education and Design               

Director, Master of Studies in Law

Associate Dean Davis

Conferral of the Hoods..........................................................................Dean Reynolds, Professor Kate Mewhinney

Concluding Remarks ...............................................................................................................................................Dean Reynolds

Benediction ............................................................................................................................ Reverend Ashley Sarah Escoe (JD ’16) 
Maria Zawadi Nkonge (JD ’16) 

Recessional ...............................................................................................................................................................................Mr. Ebert 

Hooding Ceremony
Wa it C h a pel 

1 : 45  p.m . 
Su n day,  M ay 15
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The Hood
Candidates for and holders of the master’s and doctor’s degree wear hoods 

over their robes. The hood symbolizes a heavy burden and identifies the level 
of the degree, the field of learning and the institution that awards it. The color 

of the trimming declares the major field of learning; purple is for law. The 
colors that line the hood identify the university awarding the degree.

Distinguished Speakers
Professor Rebecca Morrow and Maria Zawadi Nkonge (JD ’16)

Professor Rebecca Morrow’s scholarship applies concepts from macro and microeconomics (price capitalization, behavioral 
economics, stock option pricing models) to tax issues. She teaches classes at Wake Forest Law on federal income tax and 
corporate tax and family law. Before coming to Wake Forest Law, Morrow was an adjunct professor at the University of 
Washington’s Foster School of Business, where she taught Estate Tax, Gift Tax and Income Taxation of Trusts and Estates. Her 
prior experience includes practice at a nonprofit, at a large corporate firm and at a mid-size boutique firm. She began her career 
at Legal Aid, assisting clients to gain custody of children who had been abused or neglected by their parents. She graduated 
from Santa Clara University with a bachelor’s in political science, Yale University with a JD and the University of Washington 
with an LLM in Taxation. 

Maria Zawadi Nkonge (JD ’16) is a native of Greensboro, North Carolina. She graduated from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill in 2007, where she studied abroad four times as an International Studies major. She joined the Wake Forest 
community in 2011 as the first dual-degree student in the Schools of Law and Divinity. While in Law School, she completed 
more than 250 pro bono hours, served as the Advance Directives project coordinator for three area hospitals and won the 
Regional Trial Competition with Wake Forest Law’s esteemed National Trial Team. She also interned with the 13th Prosecutorial 
District Attorney’s Office in eastern North Carolina, where she assisted with domestic violence cases. Upon graduation, Maria 
hopes to continue her rewarding career as a chaplain as she begins working as a trial attorney.
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Candidates for the Scientiae Juridicae Doctor Degree
May 16,  2016

 Danya Abdulrahman Bin Mahaysin .................................................................................................................... Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
 Aarón Oyarce-Yuzzelli .............................................................................................................................................................Lima, Peru

Candidates for the Master of Laws in American Law Degree
May 16,  2016

 Samya Abdel Rahman Abou Sharif ...............................................................................................................................Amman, Jordan
 Sultan Saad Saeed Almalki .................................................................................................................................... Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
 Abdulrahman Zahim S. Alsulami ..........................................................................................................................eddah, Saudi Arabia
 Abdullah Fahad Bin Saif ........................................................................................................................................ Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
 Aimal Daudzai ........................................................................................................................................................... Kabul, Afghanistan
* Atdhe GJ. Dema ........................................................................................................................................................... .Prishtina, Kosovo
 Xiaoyu Hao ...................................................................................................................................................................Hohhot, Mongolia
 Jinghuang Huang .............................................................................................................................................................. Baofeng, China
 Ahmad Reshad Matin ............................................................................................................................... Mazar-e-Sharif, Afghanistan
 Zhelei Qian ...................................................................................................................................................................... Shanghai, China
*  Ilir I. Rashkaj .................................................................................................................................................................... Prizren, Kosovo
 Guocan Ren .........................................................................................................................................................................Beijing, China
 Arijana Shajkovci ............................................................................................................................................................. Prizren, Kosovo
*  Sylejman Shumolli ........................................................................................................................................................ Prishtina, Kosovo
 Yijin Wang ........................................................................................................................................................................Lanzhou, China
 Jun Wu .............................................................................................................................................................................. Qingdao, China

Candidates for the Juris Doctor Degree
May 16,  2016

 Andrew McClain Adams ....................................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC  
 Aaron Christopher Alderman .......................................................................................................................................White Hall, MD  
 Issac Bane Allman ..............................................................................................................................................................Kingsport, TN  
 Robert Woodson Angle .......................................................................................................................................................Herndon, VA  
 Ashlee Nicole Aragon ......................................................................................................................................................Brentwood, CA   
 Carolyn Ashton Atkins .....................................................................................................................................................Baltimore, MD  
 Kelly Jean Austin ....................................................................................................................................................................Stafford, VA  
 Anna Baitchenko .................................................................................................................................................................... Atlanta, GA  
 Alena Kirsten Baker ...........................................................................................................................................................Pittsburgh, PA  
 Jordan Anthony Ballard ........................................................................................................................................................ Sanford, NC  
 Katharine Yale Barnes ...................................................................................................................................................Myrtle Beach, SC  
 Matthew Stanton Barnes ......................................................................................................................................................Lebanon, TN  
 Taylor Michael Barnett ........................................................................................................................................New Philadelphia, OH  
 Madison Kerry Benedict ...............................................................................................................................................San Antonio, TX 

* In absentia    ° Dual degree Juris Doctor / Master of Business Administration 
§ Dual degree Juris Doctor / Master of Arts in Sustainability    ∆ Dual degree Juris Doctor / Master of Divinity
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 Brett Oliver Berne .............................................................................................................................................................. Southport, NC 
 Mitchell Hendrix Blankenship ............................................................................................................................................ Midland, TX  
 Jessica Davis Boney ........................................................................................................................................................Wilmington, NC    
 Alan Horton Bowie Jr.  .................................................................................................................................................... New Haven, CT    
 Shawn Kersten Briggs-Seward ..................................................................................................................................................Wray, CO    
 Cameron James Brown ...................................................................................................................................................Granite Bay, CA    
 Erin Elizabeth Brown ..........................................................................................................................................................St. Louis, MO    
 Ariana Dawn Burnette .................................................................................................................................................Hillsborough, NC    
 Kees C. Burns ...................................................................................................................................................................... Delaware, OH    
 Joshua P. Bussen .......................................................................................................................................................................Clovis, NM    
 Alana Marie Byrnes ....................................................................................................................................................Tarpon Springs, FL    
 Emily Victoria Carico ............................................................................................................................................................... Galax, VA    
 Diana C. Castro ....................................................................................................................................................................... Weston, FL    
 Andres A. Ceberio, Jr.  ......................................................................................................................................................... Key West, FL    
 Nicholas Andrew Cintron ...............................................................................................................................................Annapolis, MD    
 Jeffrey A. Clark .........................................................................................................................................................................Vienna, VA    
 Brittany Paige Colton .......................................................................................................................................................... Lancaster, PA  
 LaDean Miles Cooley ...................................................................................................................................................... Montpelier, OH    
 Ashley Taylor Crawley ............................................................................................................................................................ Chapin, SC    
 Daniel James Crispino ............................................................................................................................................. Pembroke Pines, FL    
 Sabrina Lee Cuadrado .............................................................................................................................................................Gaffney, SC    
 Elizabeth Anne Dahl ..........................................................................................................................................................Poquoson, VA    
 Caroline Elizabeth Daniel .................................................................................................................................................Huntsville, AL    
 David J. Darr .................................................................................................................................................................................York, PA    
 Nicholas Jonmichael D'Auria ............................................................................................................................................ Pinehurst, NC    
 Brandy L. Davis ............................................................................................................................................................ Rocky Mount, NC    
 Zabrina Barbosa Delgado .......................................................................................................................................................Seattle, WA    
 Maggie Harris Dickens ......................................................................................................................................Wrightsville Beach, NC    
 Cristine Rose Dixon .................................................................................................................................................................Howell, NJ    
 Christian Claude Dorismond ..................................................................................................................................................Miami, FL    
 Kirsten Summer Dowell .................................................................................................................................................Ocean City, MD    
 Lauren Durr Emery ..................................................................................................................................................Cuyahoga Falls, OH    
 Erin Holcomb Epley ........................................................................................................................................................ Yadkinville, NC    
∆ Ashley Sarah Escoe ........................................................................................................................................................ Arnoldsville, GA    
 Jarrod Hamilton Etengoff .......................................................................................................................................................Buffalo, NY    
 Taylor Nichole Emerson Ey ................................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC    
 Anastasia Elizabeth Fanning ..................................................................................................................................................Ramsey, NJ    
 Marcus Grant Fields ...............................................................................................................................................................Raleigh, NC    
 Meredith Anne FitzGibbon ................................................................................................................................................St. Louis, MO    
 Steven Michael Franklin ........................................................................................................................................................Raleigh, NC    
 Kayla Mae Frederickson .....................................................................................................................................................Monterey, CA    
 Sarah Anne Gallas ..........................................................................................................................................................Crown Point, IN    
 Daniel Philip Galyon ........................................................................................................................................................ Copperhill, TN    
 Jaime Cesar Garcia ................................................................................................................................................................ D'Hanis, TX    
 Rudolf Alexander Garcia-Gallont ............................................................................................................. Guatemala City, Guatemala

Candidates for the Juris Doctor Degree (continued)



5

 Jane Creighton Garrity .............................................................................................................................................Winston-Salem, NC    
 David George Giffin ........................................................................................................................................................... Charleston, IL    
 Delia Rose Ledesma Goubeaux ....................................................................................................................................... Sykesville, MD    
 Dawnielle Yvette Grace ............................................................................................................................................Winston-Salem, NC    
 Michael Andrew Grace Jr.  ......................................................................................................................................Winston-Salem, NC    
 Damón Gray II ............................................................................................................................................................... Huntersville, NC    
 Joseph Boyd Greener ........................................................................................................................................................Great Falls, VA    
§ Nicholas James Griffin ..................................................................................................................................................... Fox Island, WA    
 Robert Vance Griffith III ...................................................................................................................................................Cleveland, TN    
 Alicha Marie Grubb ........................................................................................................................................................... Greenville, SC    
 Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister .................................................................................................................................Beaufort, NC    
 Andrea Lynn Hanson .............................................................................................................................................................Lansing, MI    
 Joshua O. Harper ........................................................................................................................................................................Sylva, NC    
 Tara Elizabeth Hart ................................................................................................................................................Lakewood Ranch, FL    
 Chelsea Ryan Hatcher ......................................................................................................................................................Cincinnati, OH    
 Kathryn Mitchell Hayes .....................................................................................................................................................Barrington, RI    
 Mengfan He ........................................................................................................................................................................ Ningbo, China
 Heather Marie Higgins .........................................................................................................................................................Hickory, NC    
 Joseph I. Hill .........................................................................................................................................................................DeRuyter, NY    
 Caleb John Holloway ..............................................................................................................................................................Palmer, AK    
 Tyler S. Hood .................................................................................................................................................................New Milford, CT    
 Shaun R. Houser ................................................................................................................................................................... Norman, OK    
 Alexandra B. Howard .............................................................................................................................................................. Milton, VT    
 Inyang Emmanuel Inyang ..................................................................................................................................................... Atlanta, GA    
 Madeline Nancy Joerg .............................................................................................................................................................Buffalo, NY    
 Ashlee Denise Johnson ................................................................................................................................................................Bear, DE    
 Kayla Brooke Johnson .......................................................................................................................................................Greenville, NC    
 Afzal Karim .....................................................................................................................................................................Thomasville, NC    
 Deja Dorothy Kemp ...................................................................................................................................................................Eden, NC    
 Colin Thomas Kennedy .....................................................................................................................................................Lexington, KY    
 Andrew James Kilpinen ..................................................................................................................................................Indianapolis, IN    
 Dana Arielle King ................................................................................................................................................................... Atlanta, GA    
 Symone Deon Knox ............................................................................................................................................................ Salisbury, NC    
 Kelsey Ann Kolb ...............................................................................................................................................................Lake Worth, FL    
 Michael Joseph Lang ..................................................................................................................................................Virginia Beach, VA    
 Catherine Heller Law .........................................................................................................................................................Rochester, NY    
 Justin Michael Laws ...............................................................................................................................................................Raleigh, NC    
 Jordan Crosby Lee ..........................................................................................................................................................San Antonio, TX    
 Benjamin F. Leighton ........................................................................................................................................................Baltimore, MD    
 Timothy Robert Lewis .........................................................................................................................................................Sullivan, MO    
 Miles Caleb Lindley ........................................................................................................................................................Wilmington, NC    
 Jasmine Nicole Little ........................................................................................................................................................ Alpharetta, GA    
 Michele Lee Livingstone .......................................................................................................................................................San Jose, CA    

* In absentia    ° Dual degree Juris Doctor / Master of Business Administration 
§ Dual degree Juris Doctor / Master of Arts in Sustainability    ∆ Dual degree Juris Doctor / Master of Divinity
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 Jordan Elizabeth Leigh Lowery .......................................................................................................................................Charleston, SC    
 Michal Malyszko .....................................................................................................................................................Arlington Heights, IL    
 Eli Morris Marger ......................................................................................................................................................... St. Petersburg, FL    
 Andria Dayna Marquez ............................................................................................................................................................Miami, FL    
 Katie McAbee ....................................................................................................................................................................Jamestown, NC    
 Ryan James McIntyre ......................................................................................................................................................... Mattituck, NY    
 Timothy M. McLister ...........................................................................................................................................................Leesburg, VA    
 Daniel Thomas Menken ........................................................................................................................................................Wyckoff, NJ    
 Emily E. Mennel ...............................................................................................................................................................Greenwood, IN    
 Shawn Michael Mihill .....................................................................................................................................................Lake Placid, NY    
 Michael Alexander Mitchell ....................................................................................................................................................Austin, TX    
 Chelsea Lane Monroe ...................................................................................................................................................Myrtle Beach, SC    
 Sadler Blaydes Moore .................................................................................................................................................... Weddington, NC    
 Donald Callaway Morgan ..................................................................................................................................................Lexington, KY    
 Emily Grace Morris .............................................................................................................................................................. Oak Hill, VA    
 Madison Anne Morrow ................................................................................................................................................ Birmingham, AL    
 Kevin J. Murtagh, Jr.  ..............................................................................................................................................Rockville Centre, NY    
 Kathryn Hope Napier ......................................................................................................................................................Rogersville, TN    
∆ Maria Zawadi Nkonge ................................................................................................................................................... Greensboro, NC    
 Evelyn A. Norton ....................................................................................................................................................................Semora, NC    
 John Edward Nugent ........................................................................................................................................................... Andover, MA    
 Stephen Michael Oldham ........................................................................................................................................................Oviedo, FL    
 Katherine Susanne Ott ......................................................................................................................................................... Fort Mill, SC    
 Justin Levi Owen ....................................................................................................................................................................Orlando, FL    
 Amanda Parker ............................................................................................................................................................Germantown, MD    
 Anisha Chavda Patel .................................................................................................................................................................Dallas, TX    
 Erika Michele Peters ............................................................................................................................................. Holland Township, NJ    
 Michael Andrew Petty ......................................................................................................................................................... Houston, TX    
 Kaitlin Price ........................................................................................................................................................................Albemarle, NC    
* Marla E. Raus ........................................................................................................................................................................Syracuse, NY    
 Timothy James Readling ..................................................................................................................................................... Salisbury, NC    
 Jeanna Suzanne Revell .........................................................................................................................................................Clermont, FL    
§ Alison Lindsey Ringwood ..................................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC    
 Christopher Rivers ..............................................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC    
 Anna Burgess Robbins .......................................................................................................................................................... Webster, NY    
 Alec Carlisle Roberson.................................................................................................................................................. Williamston, NC    
 Lindsey Young Rogers ............................................................................................................................................ West Palm Beach, FL    
 Jarel Lamar Rosser .................................................................................................................................................................... Bronx, NY    
 Nathaniel Thomas Routh .........................................................................................................................................Winston-Salem, NC    
 Elizabeth Ann Ruocco .........................................................................................................................................................Cheshire, CT    
 Mackenzie Maxine Salenger ..............................................................................................................................................New York, NY    
 John Ira Sanders ................................................................................................................................................................. Blackstock, SC    
 Bradley Alan Setzer .......................................................................................................................................................... Claremont, NC    
*º Justin Blake Shaffer ........................................................................................................................................................ Searingtown, NY    
 Ethan Brady Siler ...............................................................................................................................................................Oak Ridge, NC    

Candidates for the Juris Doctor Degree (continued)
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 Emily Anne Singer ................................................................................................................................................................. Omaha, NE    
 Shirley Bergen Smircic ....................................................................................................................................................... Savannah, GA    
º  Bradford Chase Smith .......................................................................................................................................................Tallahassee, FL    
 Carson Thomas Smith ........................................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC    
* Robert S. Southwell .......................................................................................................................................................... Milwaukee, WI    
 Frederick M. Spight Jr.  ........................................................................................................................................................Marietta, GA    
 Eric Thomas Spose ....................................................................................................................................................... North Haven, CT    
 Kyle Bradley Staggs....................................................................................................................................................................Tampa, FL    
 Jessica Danielle Strokus ....................................................................................................................................................... Roanoke, VA    
 William Max Teich III .................................................................................................................................................Lawrenceville, GA    
 Alexander F. Thompson ......................................................................................................................................................Nashville, TN    
 Melissa Ann Travis ...........................................................................................................................................................Jacksonville, FL    
 Carolyn Trespasz ...................................................................................................................................................................Manlius, NY    
 Talis Colgan Trevino ............................................................................................................................................................Marietta, GA    
 Sharon Erezi Ukodie ..........................................................................................................................................................Lagos, Nigeria
 Steven Anthony Verez ........................................................................................................................................................Pittsburgh, PA    
 Kelly Anderson Warlich................................................................................................................................................ New Canaan, CT    
 Madelyn Elise Weeks............................................................................................................................................................ Fort Mill, SC    
 Jefferson Palmer Whisenant .....................................................................................................................................................Moore, SC    
 Benjamin Charles Williams .......................................................................................................................................................Cary, NC    
 James Curtis Wyatt ..........................................................................................................................................................Indianapolis, IN    
 Chad M. Zimlich ................................................................................................................................................................ Louisville, KY   

CONFERRED DECEMBER 30,  2015 

º  Alexandra Chelsea Braverman ..........................................................................................................................Huntington Beach, CA
* Gregory Anthony Buscemi ......................................................................................................................................Winston-Salem, NC
 Kathryn Ann Helin ..................................................................................................................................................................Keene, NH 
 Sabrina Alise Huffman ....................................................................................................................................................... Louisville, KY
 Alexis Marie Iffert ................................................................................................................................................................ Effingham, IL
 Katye Marie Jobe .............................................................................................................................................................. Lumberton, NC
 Carol A. Johnson ...................................................................................................................................................................... Bronx, NY
 Rheanna Jean Matonis .........................................................................................................................................................Portland, OR
 Erin Elizabeth McKee ..................................................................................................................................................... Morganton, NC
 Patrick K. Murphy .................................................................................................................................................................. Tolland, CT
 Thomas J. Piccard ..............................................................................................................................................................Wheeling, WV
 Rachel Marie Shields ...............................................................................................................................................................DeWitt, MI 
 Melissa Mary Wilson .................................................................................................................................................................. Vale, NC

CONFERRED AUGUST 19,  2015 

* Katherine Elizabeth Booth ........................................................................................................................................... Birmingham, AL
* Jesse I. Miller .......................................................................................................................................................................Pittsburgh, PA

* In absentia    ° Dual degree Juris Doctor / Master of Business Administration 
§ Dual degree Juris Doctor / Master of Arts in Sustainability    ∆ Dual degree Juris Doctor / Master of Divinity
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Candidates For The Master Of Studies In Law Degree
May 16,  2016

 Andrea Kirsten Allardice .............................................................................................................................................Williamsburg, VA
 Julius Jamal Drayton ............................................................................................................................................. North Charleston, SC
 Brittany Nicole Easterling..................................................................................................................................................... Sanford, NC
 Tiffany Renee Moneit ..........................................................................................................................................Peachtree Corners, GA
 Hillary Norville .............................................................................................................................................................. Robbinsville, NC
* Eva Perry ............................................................................................................................................................................... Issaquah, WA
 Vinithra Sharma ..........................................................................................................................................................................Bow, NH
 Heather E. Stinson .......................................................................................................................................................... Greensboro, NC
 Samantha Rae Thornton ................................................................................................................................................... Lexington, NC
 Welton M. Williams ..................................................................................................................................................................Miami, FL

CONFERRED AUGUST 19,  2015 

* Yaminah Jane Armand ......................................................................................................................................................... Melrose, MA
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Graduation Distinctions
Magna Cum Laude

Katharine Yale Barnes
Joshua P. Bussen

Ashley Sarah Escoe
Rudolf Alexander Garcia-Gallont

Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Joshua O. Harper
Alexis Marie Iffert

Andrew James Kilpinen
Benjamin F. Leighton

Donald Callaway Morgan
Kaitlin Price

Mackenzie Maxine Salenger 
Ethan Brady Siler

Cum Laude 
Taylor Michael Barnett

Alana Marie Byrnes
Diana C. Castro

Andres A. Ceberio, Jr.
David J. Darr

Lauren Durr Emery
Taylor Nichole Emerson Ey

Marcus Grant Fields
Steven Michael Franklin
Kayla Mae Frederickson

Jaime Cesar Garcia
Joseph I. Hill

Katye Marie Jobe

 
Colin Thomas Kennedy

Kelsey Ann Kolb
Madison Anne Morrow

Evelyn A. Norton
Timothy James Readling

John Ira Sanders
Carson Thomas Smith

Eric Thomas Spose
Steven Anthony Verez

Kelly Anderson Warlich
 

The Order of the Coif
The Wake Forest University School of Law has been awarded a chapter of the Order of the Coif, a national 

membership society, honoring the academic excellence of our program, faculty and students. An Order 
of the Coif chapter at a law school is akin to a Phi Beta Kappa chapter at a college. Student eligibility for 

membership in the Order of the Coif is restricted to those in the top 10 percent of a graduating class.

Katharine Yale Barnes
Joshua P. Bussen

Lauren Durr Emery
Ashley Sarah Escoe

Steven Michael Franklin
Rudolf Alexander Garcia-Gallont

Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Joshua O. Harper
Alexis Marie Iffert
Katye Marie Jobe

Andrew James Kilpinen
Benjamin F. Leighton

Donald Callaway Morgan
Kaitlin Price

Timothy James Readling
Mackenzie Maxine Salenger

John Ira Sanders
Ethan Brady Siler

American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers  
North Carolina Chapter Law Student Award

The American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers is an organization whose purpose is “to encourage the study, improve 
the practice, elevate the standards and advance the cause of matrimonial law, to the end that the welfare of the family 
and society be protected.” Beginning in 2002, the North Carolina chapter of the AAML has presented an award each 

year at each law school in the state to a graduating student whose interests and high professional standards reflect 
the purpose of the AAML. A permanent plaque at the law school records the name of each year’s recipient.

Andria Dayna Marqueze
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American Bar Association Section of Urban, State,  
and Local Government Law

The American Bar Association Section of Urban, State, and Local Government Law awards a certificate to the 
students in Land Use Regulation, and State and Local Government who achieve the highest grade in the course.

Land Use Regulation and Planning  
Madison Kerry Benedict
Heather Marie Higgins

State and Local Government
Rudolf Alexander Garcia-Gallont

Donald Callaway Morgan

American Bar Association and Bloomberg BNA Award  
for Excellence in the Study of Health Law

The American Bar Association’s Health Law Section and Bloomberg BNA award a certificate and a selected 
ABA/Bloomberg BNA treatise to the student who achieves the highest grade in this course.

Diana C. Castro

American Bar Association and Bloomberg BNA Award  
for Excellence in the Study of Intellectual Property Law

The American Bar Association’s Section of Intellectual Property Law and Bloomberg BNA award 
a certificate and a selected ABA/Bloomberg BNA treatise to the student who achieves the highest 

grade among the courses of Intellectual Property, Copyrights and Trademarks.

Colin Thomas Kennedy

American Bar Association and Bloomberg BNA Award  
for Excellence in the Study of Labor and Employment Law

The American Bar Association’s Section of Labor and Employment Law and Bloomberg BNA award a 
certificate and a selected ABA/Bloomberg BNA treatise to the student who achieves the highest grade.

Alexis Marie Iffert

The Dean’s Award
The Dean’s Award was established to honor the extraordinary contributions of a student leader. It is a special 

award. It is given only in years in which a candidate for Juris Doctor degree has demonstrated, over the course 
of his or her law school career, uncommon qualities of leadership that deserve special recognition.

Joseph Boyd Greener

E. McGruder Faris Memorial Award
This award was established to honor the late Professor “Mac” Faris, a former member of the law school faculty. A cash 
award and a plaque are given to the student exhibiting the highest standards of character, leadership and scholarship.

John Ira Sanders
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Forsyth County Women Attorneys Association Award
This award is presented annually to an outstanding female graduate based upon her academic achievements, leadership, 

service to community, professionalism and commitment to the legal profession. The selected graduate receives a cash award.

Dawnielle Yvette Grace

The Laura J. Gendy Award
The Laura J. Gendy Award was established by alumni, family and friends of Laura J. Gendy (JD ’00) to 

provide an annual cash award to a graduating law student who exemplifies integrity, compassion for others 
and strength of character that were the hallmarks of Laura J. Gendy. Laura died in August 2008.

Alena Kirsten Baker 

Robert Goldberg Award in Trial Advocacy
This award honors the memory of Robert Goldberg, a student at the School of Law who was killed in World War II. 

 An annual cash award is given to the student showing the highest aptitude and ethics in trial advocacy.

National Team
Catherine Heller Law

Jordan Crosby Lee

AAJ Team 
Joshua P. Bussen

Zabrina Barbosa Delgado

I. Beverly Lake Award
This award was established in honor of I. Beverly Lake Sr., professor of law at Wake Forest University, practicing attorney, assistant 

attorney general of North Carolina 1951-1955 and retired Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court. An annual cash award 
is given to the student or students in the law school exhibiting the greatest proficiency in the study of Constitutional Law.

Andrew James Kilpinen

National Association of Women Lawyers
This award is presented annually to an outstanding law graduate at each American Bar Association approved law school. 
Selection criteria includes demonstrated academic achievement, motivation, tenacity and drive, as well as the promise of 

future contributions to the advancement of women in society and the presentation of a personable and professional image.

Cristine Rose Dixon

The North Carolina State Bar Student Pro Bono Service Award
This award is presented annually to a student who has contributed time and talent to law-related 

service. The objective is to inculcate the need for pro bono service in aspiring lawyers while they are 
in law school so they may be inclined to make pro bono work a part of their law careers.

 Carson Thomas Smith
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North Carolina Advocates for Justice Award 
The North Carolina Advocates for Justice award a commemorative certificate and a one-year 

complimentary membership into the NCAJ along with a complimentary section membership to the 
student recognized as the “most outstanding advocate” in each section of Trial Practice.

2015 – 2016
Andres A. Ceberio, Jr.
Marcus Grant Fields
Jaime Cesar Garcia

Katie McAbee
Kaitlin Price 

2014 – 2015
Joshua P. Bussen

Alicha Marie Grubb
Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister

Order of Barristers
The Order of Barristers is a national honor society recognizing excellence in student trial and appellate advocacy. 
Each year a faculty committee selects third-year students who have made outstanding contributions to advocacy.

Robert Woodson Angle
Joshua P. Bussen

Zabrina Barbosa Delgado
Lauren Durr Emery

Alexis Marie Iffert
Catherine Heller Law

Jordan Crosby Lee
Amanda Parker

Kaitlin Price
Carson Thomas Smith

Smith Anderson Pro Bono Award for Exceptional Service
This award is presented to an outstanding law graduate who is a Pro Bono Honor Society member. The recipient must 

have 100 or more pro bono hours with three years or 75 hours or more within one year. An annual cash award is given to 
the student who exhibits passion, creativity, dedication, and commitment to serving those in need. The pro bono service 
must have resulted in a demonstrated impact on increasing access to legal information to the underserved population.

 Kelly Jean Austin

Pro Bono Honor Society
Pro Bono Honor Society members have contributed 75 hours of pro bono service over a three-year period 

or 50 hours in one year. The objective is to inculcate the need for pro bono service in aspiring lawyers while 
they are in law school so they may be inclined to make pro bono work a part of their law careers.

Alena Kirsten Baker
Emily Victoria Carico
Andres A. Ceberio, Jr.

Zabrina Barbosa Delgado
Cristine Rose Dixon

Christian Claude Dorismond
Lauren Durr Emery

Ashley Sarah Escoe
Daniel Philip Galyon

Dawnielle Yvette Grace
Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister

Joseph I. Hill 
Ashlee Denise Johnson 
Andria Dayna Marquez 

Shawn Michael Mihill
Emily Grace Morris

Mackenzie Maxine Salenger
Bradley Alan Setzer
Kyle Bradley Staggs



13

CALI Excellence For The Future Awards
The Center for Computer-assisted Legal Instruction awards a certificate to the student achieving the highest grade in each course.

MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2016

Admiralty and Maritime Law ................................................................................................................................Taylor Michael Barnett
Advanced Legal Research .................................................................................................................................................. Joshua P. Bussen
Advanced Legal Research ......................................................................................................................................Colin Thomas Kennedy
Advanced Trial Practice ........................................................................................................................................... Carson Thomas Smith
Agency ................................................................................................................................................................................Joshua O. Harper
Antitrust ...................................................................................................................................................................................Kees C. Burns
Appellate Advocacy ....................................................................................................................................... Anastasia Elizabeth Fanning
Appellate Advocacy ...............................................................................................................................Rudolf Alexander Garcia-Gallont
Appellate Advocacy .................................................................................................................................................... Joseph Boyd Greener
Appellate Advocacy ......................................................................................................................................................... Alexis Marie Iffert
Appellate Advocacy ..............................................................................................................................................................Amanda Parker
Art and Cultural Property Law ............................................................................................................................... Lindsey Young Rogers
Banking Law ............................................................................................................................................................... Sadler Blaydes Moore
Banking Law ........................................................................................................................................................... Kelly Anderson Warlich
Bankruptcy ............................................................................................................................................................. Andrew James Kilpinen
Bioethics .................................................................................................................................................................Kirsten Summer Dowell
Business Drafting ................................................................................................................................................................. Brandy L. Davis
Business Drafting ................................................................................................................................................ Inyang Emmanuel Inyang
Business Drafting ................................................................................................................................................................ John Ira Sanders
Business Drafting ........................................................................................................................................................... Justin Blake Shaffer
Business Drafting ....................................................................................................................................................... Sadler Blaydes Moore
Business of Law ..........................................................................................................................................................Katharine Yale Barnes
Business Organizations ...................................................................................................................................................... Joshua P. Bussen
Business Organizations ..............................................................................................................................................Benjamin F. Leighton
Business Planning ...........................................................................................................................................................Eric Thomas Spose
Child Advocacy Clinic ......................................................................................................................................................Kelly Jean Austin
Child Advocacy Clinic ....................................................................................................................................................Sarah Anne Gallas
Child Advocacy Clinic ........................................................................................................................................... Dawnielle Yvette Grace
Church, Law and Ethics ..........................................................................................................................................Taylor Michael Barnett
Civil Procedure I ................................................................................................................................................................. Joshua P. Bussen
Civil Procedure I ...............................................................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Civil Procedure I ................................................................................................................................................................ Katye Marie Jobe
Civil Procedure I ........................................................................................................................................................................ Kaitlin Price
Civil Procedure I ................................................................................................................................................................Ethan Brady Siler
Civil Procedure II ......................................................................................................................................................Katharine Yale Barnes
Civil Procedure II ................................................................................................................................................Jarrod Hamilton Etengoff
Civil Procedure II ........................................................................................................................................................ Marcus Grant Fields
Civil Procedure II ..................................................................................................................................................... Steven Anthony Verez
Civil Rights Remedies ............................................................................................................................................ Jessica Danielle Strokus
Classical Rhetoric for Lawyers ..............................................................................................................................Colin Thomas Kennedy
Community Law and Business Clinic I ...................................................................................................... Anastasia Elizabeth Fanning
Community Law and Business Clinic I ...................................................................................................................Benjamin F. Leighton
Comparative Constitutional Law ........................................................................................................................Kirsten Summer Dowell
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Complex Civil Litigation .........................................................................................................................................Elizabeth Ann Ruocco
Constitutional Law I ................................................................................................................................................... Marcus Grant Fields
Constitutional Law I ........................................................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Constitutional Law I ..............................................................................................................................................Colin Thomas Kennedy
Constitutional Law I ............................................................................................................................................. Andrew James Kilpinen
Constitutional Law I ................................................................................................................................................ Steven Anthony Verez
Constitutional Law I ...................................................................................................................................... Jefferson Palmer Whisenant
Constitutional Law II .......................................................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Constitutional Law II ........................................................................................................................................................ Katye Marie Jobe
Constitutional Law II ................................................................................................................................................................ Kaitlin Price
Constitutional Law II ........................................................................................................................................... Timothy James Readling
Constitutional Law II ........................................................................................................................................................Ethan Brady Siler
Construction Law ...................................................................................................................................................Robert Woodson Angle
Construction Law .......................................................................................................................................... Anastasia Elizabeth Fanning
Contracts and Commercial Transactions...............................................................................................................Emily Victoria Carico
Contracts and Commercial Transactions..............................................................................................................Ashley Taylor Crawley
Contracts and Commercial Transactions..............................................................................................................Rheanna Jean Matonis
Contracts I ............................................................................................................................................................................Diana C. Castro
Contracts I ..............................................................................................................................................................Kayla Mae Frederickson
Contracts I ...................................................................................................................................................................Benjamin F. Leighton
Contracts I ...............................................................................................................................................................Madison Anne Morrow
Contracts I ................................................................................................................................................................. Carson Thomas Smith
Contracts II .................................................................................................................................................................... Ashley Sarah Escoe
Contracts II ............................................................................................................................................................Kayla Mae Frederickson
Contracts II .......................................................................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Contracts II ............................................................................................................................................................ Daniel Thomas Menken
Copyrights ...............................................................................................................................................................Colin Thomas Kennedy
Criminal Law ............................................................................................................................................................................David J. Darr
Criminal Law ................................................................................................................................................................. Ashley Sarah Escoe
Criminal Law .....................................................................................................................................................................Joshua O. Harper
Criminal Law ......................................................................................................................................................... Andrew James Kilpinen
Criminal Law ......................................................................................................................................................................Kelsey Ann Kolb
Criminal Law ............................................................................................................................................................................Jesse I. Miller
Criminal Law ............................................................................................................................................................ Carson Thomas Smith
Criminal Procedure: Adjudication ......................................................................................................................... Carson Thomas Smith
Criminal Procedure: Investigation………………………………………………………………………….Jane Creighton Garrity
Criminal Procedure: Investigation ........................................................................................................................................Marla E. Raus
Critical Race Theory ..................................................................................................................................................Catherine Heller Law
Debtor-Creditor Law .............................................................................................................................................Madison Anne Morrow
Debtor-Creditor Law .....................................................................................................................................................Eric Thomas Spose
Decedents' Estates and Trusts ........................................................................................................................ Taylor Nichole Emerson Ey
Decedents' Estates and Trusts .................................................................................................................................... Marcus Grant Fields
Decedents' Estates and Trusts ........................................................................................................................... Donald Callaway Morgan
Decedents' Estates and Trusts ................................................................................................................................................Marla E. Raus
Defamation and Privacy in the Internet Era ................................................................................................................... Joshua P. Bussen

CALI Excellence For The Future Awards (continued)
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Education Law ............................................................................................................................................................ John Edward Nugent
Election Law and Democracy .........................................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Employee Benefits and Pension Law .......................................................................................................................... Kyle Bradley Staggs
Employment Discrimination ..........................................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Employment Discrimination: Selected Topics .........................................................................................................Deja Dorothy Kemp
Employment Discrimination: Selected Topics ..................................................................................................... Steven Anthony Verez
Employment Law ............................................................................................................................................................. Alexis Marie Iffert
Energy Law ...............................................................................................................................................................................Kees C. Burns
Energy Law ................................................................................................................................................................Nicholas James Griffin
Entertainment Law ..........................................................................................................................................................Patrick K. Murphy
Environmental Law .............................................................................................................................................. Timothy James Readling
Equitable and Legal Remedie ...............................................................................................................Rudolf Alexander Garcia-Gallont
Evidence ............................................................................................................................................................................. Evelyn A. Norton
Evidence ................................................................................................................................................................ Nathaniel Thomas Routh
Family Law .................................................................................................................................................................Katharine Yale Barnes
Family Law ................................................................................................................................................................................. Kaitlin Price
Family Law ................................................................................................................................................................. Jonathan David Silver
Food Law and Policy ................................................................................................................................................... Kevin J. Murtagh, Jr.
Funeral and Cemetery Law ............................................................................................................................... Donald Callaway Morgan
Funeral and Cemetery Law ............................................................................................................................................. Evelyn A. Norton
Funeral and Cemetery Law ...................................................................................................................................................... Kaitlin Price
Gender and the Law ....................................................................................................................................... Mackenzie Maxine Salenger
Great Jurists Seminar ......................................................................................................................................................... Joshua P. Bussen
Health Care Law and Policy ...............................................................................................................................................Diana C. Castro
Human Relations, Practice and Business Torts ....................................................................................................Maria Zawadi Nkonge
Immigration Law .................................................................................................................................................... Jessica Danielle Strokus
Immigration Law: Selected Topics ....................................................................................................................... Jessica Danielle Strokus
Innocence and Justice Clinic ................................................................................................................................... Sabrina Lee Cuadrado
Innocence and Justice Clinic ....................................................................................................................................... Lauren Durr Emery
Insurance Law ..........................................................................................................................................................................Kees C. Burns
Intellectual Property................................................................................................................................................Maggie Harris Dickens
Intellectual Property.......................................................................................................................................................Jaime Cesar Garcia
Intellectual Property........................................................................................................................................................ Eli Morris Marger
Intellectual Property Licensing ......................................................................................................................................Sarah Anne Gallas
International Business Transactions .....................................................................................................................Maggie Harris Dickens
International Business Transactions ..................................................................................................................... Katherine Susanne Ott
International Environmental Law ..........................................................................................................................Nicholas James Griffin
International Human Rights ...........................................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Internet Law .....................................................................................................................................................................Sarah Anne Gallas
Introduction to In-house Counsel Role ..................................................................................................................Benjamin F. Leighton
Land Use Regulation and Planning.................................................................................................................... Madison Kerry Benedict
Land Use Regulation and Planning.......................................................................................................................Heather Marie Higgins
Law and Accounting ...............................................................................................................................................Carolyn Ashton Atkins
Law and Medicine .................................................................................................................................................Steven Michael Franklin
Law and Medicine ................................................................................................................................................ Timothy James Readling
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Legal Analysis, Writing and Research I ............................................................................................................. Madison Kerry Benedict
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research I ................................................................................................................... Elizabeth Anne Dahl
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research I ...................................................................................................................... Ashley Sarah Escoe
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research I ........................................................................................................ Taylor Nichole Emerson Ey
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research I .................................................................................................................... Marcus Grant Fields
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research I ................................................................................................................... John Edward Nugent
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research I ....................................................................................................... Mackenzie Maxine Salenger
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research I .......................................................................................................................Emily Anne Singer
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II ..............................................................................................................Taylor Michael Barnett
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II .........................................................................................................Caroline Elizabeth Daniel
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II ................................................................................................................... Lauren Durr Emery
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II ............................................................................................Rudolf Alexander Garcia-Gallont
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II .......................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II ...................................................................................................................... Alexis Marie Iffert
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II .........................................................................................................................Kelsey Ann Kolb
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II ............................................................................................................ Daniel Thomas Menken
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II ................................................................................................................................ Kaitlin Price
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II ...............................................................................................................Elizabeth Ann Ruocco
Legal Analysis, Writing and Research II ..................................................................................................... Mackenzie Maxine Salenger
Legal Writing for Judicial Chambers ....................................................................................................................... Elizabeth Anne Dahl
Legal Writing for Judicial chambers ................................................................................................................................Kelsey Ann Kolb
Legislation and Administrative Law ....................................................................................................................Robert Woodson Angle
Legislation and Administrative Law ................................................................................................................................ Joshua P. Bussen
Legislation and Administrative Law ......................................................................................................................................David J. Darr
Legislation and Administrative Law ..............................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Legislation and Administrative Law ................................................................................................................... Andrew James Kilpinen
Legislation and Administrative Law ....................................................................................................................................... Kaitlin Price
Legislation and Administrative Law ................................................................................................................... Kelly Anderson Warlich
Litigation Drafting .....................................................................................................................................................Erin Elizabeth McKee
Litigation Externship Clinic ....................................................................................................................................Jeanna Suzanne Revell
Litigation Externship Clinic .....................................................................................................................................Andres A. Ceberio, Jr.
Mass Media Law .............................................................................................................................................................Jaime Cesar Garcia
National Security Law ........................................................................................................................................Nicholas Andrew Cintron
Native American Law ................................................................................................................................................Melissa Mary Wilson
Negotiation .......................................................................................................................................................................Issac Bane Allman
Negotiation ..................................................................................................................................................................Catherine Heller Law
Negotiation .................................................................................................................................................................Shawn Michael Mihill
Negotiation .........................................................................................................................................................................Ethan Brady Siler
Negotiation ..................................................................................................................................................................Melissa Mary Wilson
Non-Profit Organizations ............................................................................................................................................ Alana Marie Byrnes
Patent Law ........................................................................................................................................................ Taylor Nichole Emerson Ey
Patent Litigation ......................................................................................................................................................................Tyler S. Hood
Patent Litigation ................................................................................................................................................................Carolyn Trespasz
Pre-trial Practice and Procedure ..............................................................................................................................Benjamin F. Leighton
Pre-trial Practice and Procedure .................................................................................................................. Mackenzie Maxine Salenger

CALI Excellence For The Future Awards (continued)
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Products Liability ............................................................................................................................................................ Alexis Marie Iffert
Professional Responsibility ............................................................................................................................................. Evelyn A. Norton
Professional Responsibility .......................................................................................................................................... Ashley Sarah Escoe
Professional Responsibility ................................................................................................................................. Timothy James Readling
Property ......................................................................................................................................................................Andres A. Ceberio, Jr.
Property .............................................................................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Property ..............................................................................................................................................................................Ethan Brady Siler
Prosecution Seminar .......................................................................................................................................................... Joshua P. Bussen
Public Interest Lawyering Seminar .........................................................................................................................Emily Victoria Carico
Race and the Law .........................................................................................................................................................Jasmine Nicole Little
Real Property Security ...........................................................................................................................................Andria Dayna Marquez
Regulatory Law and Policy ............................................................................................................................. Taylor Nichole Emerson Ey
Sales ...........................................................................................................................................................................Ashlee Denise Johnson
Sales and Secured Transactions ...........................................................................................................Rudolf Alexander Garcia-Gallont
Secured Transactions ....................................................................................................................................................Bradley Alan Setzer
Secured Transactions ........................................................................................................................................................Ethan Brady Siler
Secured Transactions ................................................................................................................................................. Madelyn Elise Weeks
Securities Litigation ........................................................................................................................................................... John Ira Sanders
Securities Regulation ......................................................................................................................................................... John Ira Sanders
Selected Topics in Social Science ..............................................................................................................................Catherine Heller Law
Sexual Identity and the Law .......................................................................................................................... Mackenzie Maxine Salenger
Sports Law ...............................................................................................................................................................Colin Thomas Kennedy
State and Local Government ................................................................................................................Rudolf Alexander Garcia-Gallont
State and Local Government ............................................................................................................................. Donald Callaway Morgan
Sustainable Corporations ..................................................................................................................................Alison Lindsey Ringwood
Taxation: Federal Income ........................................................................................................................................... Erin Holcomb Epley
Taxation: Federal Income .................................................................................................................................. Inyang Emmanuel Inyang
Taxation: Federal Income ......................................................................................................................................................... Kaitlin Price
The Elder Law Clinic .................................................................................................................................................Katharine Yale Barnes
The Elder Law Clinic .................................................................................................................................................Erin Elizabeth McKee
The Elder Law Clinic .................................................................................................................................................. John Edward Nugent
Torts .................................................................................................................................................................................Jaime Cesar Garcia
Torts ....................................................................................................................................................................................Joshua O. Harper
Torts .............................................................................................................................................................................Benjamin F. Leighton
Torts .............................................................................................................................................................................Ryan James McIntyre
Torts ........................................................................................................................................................................... Steven Anthony Verez
Toxic Torts ................................................................................................................................................................................. Joseph I. Hill
Trial Practice ............................................................................................................................................................. Bradford Chase Smith
Trial Practice ....................................................................................................................................................................... Joshua P. Bussen
Trial Practice .................................................................................................................................................................Alicha Marie Grubb
Trial Practice .....................................................................................................................................Elissa Meredith Skarda Hachmeister
Workers' Compensation ...................................................................................................................................................Joshua O. Harper

CALI Awards for Spring 2016 will be determined at a later date.
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The Significance of the Juris Doctor Degree
Some academicians and others have wondered why law schools all over the United States have changed the nomenclature of the 
first university degree in law from the long used LL.B. (Bachelor of Laws) to the J.D. (Juris Doctor). What is the basis for this 
change and its significance? Where does it rank in the legal academic hierarchy?

The doctorate or title of “Doctor” actually originated in connection with lawyers and not with other academic disciplines. The 
Encyclopedia Britannica states that the title of “Doctor” was conferred as early as the 12th century in the faculty of law in the 
famed University of Bologna. It was later conferred in France and England in the faculty of divinity. For many years the term 
“Doctor” was confined to the faculties of law and divinity. It was not until the 14th century that the doctor’s degree began to be 
conferred in medicine. Thereafter the term came to apply to other disciplines in European universities.

The term “Doctor” and its use in connection with graduates in law is therefore in keeping with ancient traditions of the legal 
profession. There is evidence of its use in connection with lawyers as early as Biblical times. See Acts 5:34, where it is stated: 
“Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law … ”

The term “Doctor” was not employed in colonial America in connection with lawyers because at the time of the settlement of 
this country there were no law schools to grant degrees. Legal education was compelled to take the form of the guild system 
whereby persons interested in studying law had to accept apprenticeship or clerkship. Lawyers “read” law from treatises such as 
Blackstone’s Commentaries, listened to and observed their elders, studied statutes and digests, and after a period of years were 
recommended by committees to be licensed to practice law.

The first “law school” connected with a college or university was probably established at the College of William and Mary by 
Thomas Jefferson when, as Governor of Virginia, he arranged for the appointment of a “professor of law and police” at that 
school. The first independent law school was established at Litchfield, Connecticut. Harvard University named its first part-time 
law professor in 1815. But as a university discipline, legal education did not start as “graduate education” in the university, but 
as simply a part of the undergraduate curriculum of liberal arts departments of the universities, like philosophy or economics. 
Since the teaching of law started as an adjunct of the regular curriculum of colleges and universities, when a degree was given to 
those who completed legal studies, it was natural to call it a “bachelor’s” degree. The LL.B. was widely adopted. 

Modern legal education did not begin in the United States as presently known until about 1870 when Christopher Columbus 
Langdell was named “Dean of the Law School” at Harvard University, connoting the evolution of legal education’s rise to 
graduate school status. Since the LL.B. degree had become so well established, that degree continued to be awarded by university 
law schools until recently, notwithstanding that the initial law degree is not generally the first academic degree conferred upon 
law graduates.

With the development of increasingly high standards and the prerequisite of a prior college or university degree before one 
can be admitted to law school and the requirement of three years of post-baccalaureate study in law, or the equivalent of seven 
years of formal higher education, most law schools have now replaced the LL.B. degree with the degree of “Juris Doctor.” The 
J.D. degree is now generally conferred as the first degree in law for those graduating from law schools in the United States. 
The “Juris Doctor” degree is designed to indicate post-baccalaureate achievement not previously accomplished by awarding a 
second “bachelor’s degree” in the form of the LL.B.
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With respect to degrees awarded in law today by most law schools in America, the following hierarchy of degrees has been 
established:

1.  Juris Doctor (J.D.) – The first earned law degree indicating graduation from a law school with three years of post-
baccalaureate study, or the equivalent of seven years of formal higher education, at least three years of which are in law.

2.  Master of Laws (LL.M.) – An earned postgraduate degree in law indicating the successful completion of one additional 
year of specialized legal study after receipt of the first degree in law. The Wake Forest LL.M. degree is for those whose first 
degree in law is from a university of a foreign country.

3.  Doctor of Juridical Science (S.J.D.) – An earned postgraduate degree in law indicating generally the successful completion 
of two years of formal legal study beyond receipt of the first degree in law plus the writing of a major original research 
thesis or dissertation.

4.  Doctor of Laws (LL.D.) – An “honorary” degree established by universities and colleges, not necessarily those having law 
schools, and conferred on an individual who makes a significant contribution to society in a learned pursuit. The Doctor 
of Laws is not an earned academic degree.

The above narrative was printed in the 1971 program for the Ceremony for the Conferral of the  
Juris Doctor Degree held on November 6, 1971, in Wait Chapel. It was prepared by the late  

James A. Webster, Jr., former Professor of Law, Wake Forest University School of Law.
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Oath
Oath taken by the Candidates for the Juris Doctor Degree at the 

Wake Forest University School of Law Hooding Ceremony

I DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR THAT UPON BEING DULY
LICENSED TO PRACTICE THE PROFESSION OF LAW:

I will support the Constitution of the United States;

I will maintain the respect due to Courts of Justice and judicial officers;

I will honor and uphold the rule of law;

I will be faithful to the ethical standards that govern my profession;

I will discharge conscientiously the obligations of citizenship;

I will not reject for personal reasons, the cause of the defenseless or 
oppressed, or delay any person’s cause for personal gain or malice,  
SO HELP ME GOD.






