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P h y s i c i a n ' s  O a t h

Now being admitted to the profession of medicine,

I solemnly pledge to consecrate my life to the service of humanity.

I will give respect and gratitude to my deserving teachers.

I will practice medicine with conscience and dignity.

The health and life of my patients will be my first consideration.

I will hold in confidence all that my patient confides in me.

I will maintain the honor and the noble traditions of the medical profession.

My colleagues will be as my family.

I will allow no considerations to intervene between my duty and my patient.

I will maintain the utmost respect for human life.

I will, under all circumstances, use my knowledge in the service of humanity.

These promises I make freely and upon my honor.
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Hooding Ceremony
Wa it C h a pel

Su n day,  M ay 1 4

Prelude................................................................................................................Prelude and Fugue in F Major (Dietrich Buxtehude)
Prelude and Fugue in G Major (Felix Mendelssohn) 

The Processional................................................................................................Trumpet Tune in D Major (Donald L. Armitage) 

The Welcome..................................................................................................................................................... Edward Abraham, MD  
Dean, Wake Forest School of Medicine

The Prayer of Invocation.................................................................................Gary Gunderson, MDiv, DMin, DDiv (HON)
Vice President, FaithHealth Ministries 

Introduction of Speaker................................................................................................................. Brenda Latham-Sadler, MD 
 Associate Dean for Student Inclusion & Diversity

The Speaker........................................................................................................................................ Regina M. Benjamin, MD, MBA 
18th United States Surgeon General, Founder and CEO of Bayou Clinic, Inc.

The Hooding of the Candidates

Introduction...........................................................................................................................................Marcia Wofford, MD 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Reader...................................................................................................................................................Mary Claire O’Brien, MD 
Senior Associate Dean for Healthcare Education 

Investiture.................................................................................................................................... Brenda Latham-Sadler, MD 
Associate Dean for Student Inclusion & Diversity

Recognition..............................................................................................................................................Marcia Wofford, MD 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

Administration of the Physician’s Oath..................................................................................... Theodore A. Keith, MD 
Class of 1967

Concluding Remarks and The Prayer of Benediction.................Gary Gunderson, MDiv, DMin, DDiv (HON)
Vice President, FaithHealth Ministries 

Recessional.......................................................................................................................................... Rondeau (Jean-Joseph Mouret) 

Dr. Donald L. Armitage, University Organist
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Bryan Quinn Abadie........................................................................................................................................................................Cary, NC
(Internal Medicine)

University of North Carolina Hospitals
Chapel Hill, NC

Claire Abraham.............................................................................................................................................................Winston-Salem, NC
(Pediatrics)

NYP Hospital-Columbia University Medical Center
New York, NY

Safoa Afua Addo....................................................................................................................................................................... Accra, Ghana
(Medicine-Primary)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Michael Anderson.......................................................................................................................................................................Raleigh, NC
(Medicine-Preliminary)

Carolinas Medical Center
Charlotte, NC

(Dermatology)
University of North Carolina Hospitals

Chapel Hill, NC

Sarah M. Balgord.......................................................................................................................................................................Madison, WI
(Emergency Medicine)

University of Michigan Hospitals-Ann Arbor
Ann Arbor, MI

Jonathan Fritz Barnett................................................................................................................................................................Hudson, OH
(Anesthesiology)

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA

Sara Ann Beverly......................................................................................................................................................................... Atlanta, GA
(Pediatrics)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Anushree Bhosale................................................................................................................................................................ Lauderdale, MN
(Family Medicine)

University of Chicago Medical Center
Chicago, IL

Jacob Nazareth Blackwell................................................................................................................................................... Greensboro, NC
(Internal Medicine)

 University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA

Christopher Michael Bourean...................................................................................................................................................... Easley, SC
(Internal Medicine)

University Hospitals-Jackson
Jackson, MS

Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine
Class of 2017
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William Samuel Bradford................................................................................................................................................................Cary, NC
(Internal Medicine)

Thomas Jefferson University
Philadelphia, PA

Korbin Andrew Bray................................................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC
(Family Medicine)

Resurrection Medical Center
Chicago, IL

Kristine Erin Brown......................................................................................................................................................................Efland, NC
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)
Barnes-Jewish Hospital

St. Louis, MO

Michael George Carper................................................................................................................................................... Sherrills Ford, NC
(Neurology)

West Virginia University School of Medicine
Morgantown, WV

Maxx Keegan Caveney......................................................................................................................................................Rohnert Park, CA
(Surgery-Preliminary/Urology)

Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, OH

(Urology)
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, OH

Zane Chiad................................................................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC
(Internal Medicine)

Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, SC

Abraham Choi............................................................................................................................................................................ Raleigh, NC	
(Transitional-General Surgery)

Walter Reed National Medical Center
Bethesda, MD

Collin Michael Conrad..........................................................................................................................................................Lynchburg, VA
(Anesthesiology)

Virginia Commonwealth University Health System
Richmond, VA

Sarah Kay Conrad..................................................................................................................................................................... Houston, TX
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

Virginia Commonwealth University Health System
Richmond, VA

Samaris Corona................................................................................................................................................................................ Alto, GA
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

Good Samaritan Hospital
Cincinnati, OH

Chloe Sabine Courchesne........................................................................................................................................................ Berkeley, CA
(Family Medicine)

Penn State Hershey Medical Center
Hershey, PA
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David S. Crouse..................................................................................................................................................................Rockingham, NC
(General Surgery)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Naucika Maria DeSouza.................................................................................................................................................... Huntersville, NC
(Anesthesiology)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Jessica Lee Deffler....................................................................................................................................................................... Medford, NJ
(Family Medicine)

Thomas Jefferson University
Philadelphia, PA

Lynn Michelle Della Grotta............................................................................................................................................. Londonderry, NH
 (Transitional)

Indiana University School of Medicine
Indianapolis, IN

(Radiology-Diagnostic)
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center

Winston-Salem, NC

Cassandra Rex Driscoll.................................................................................................................................................................Boone, NC
(Plastic Surgery)

Virginia Commonwealth University Health System
Richmond, VA

Richard Sidney Dykstra........................................................................................................................................................... Rockford, MI
(Emergency Medicine)

Carilion Clinic-Virginia Tech School of Medicine
Roanoke, VA

Kevin Meter Englar............................................................................................................................................................. Greensboro, NC
(Plastic Surgery)

University of California-San Diego Medical Center
San Diego, CA

Rachelle Ann Falk.............................................................................................................................................................. Eatons Neck, NY
(Pediatrics)

Carilion Clinic-Virginia Tech School of Medicine
Roanoke, VA

Kenneth Robert Feehs..........................................................................................................................................................Centennial, CO
(Transitional)

Walter Reed National Medical Center
Bethesda, MD

Kristen Elizabeth Ferriero....................................................................................................................................................Long Valley, NJ
(Pediatrics)

Jefferson Medical College/duPont Childrens Hospital
Philadelphia, PA

Matthew Steven Fore........................................................................................................................................................... Greensboro, NC
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

Penn State Hershey Medical Center
Hershey, PA
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Corey Michael Foster............................................................................................................................................................Greenwood, IN
(Internal Medicine)

University of Kentucky Medical Center
Lexington, KY

Chandler Hall Fountain..............................................................................................................................................................Jackson, MS
(Transitional-Radiology)

University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
Pittsburgh, PA

(Radiology-Diagnostic)
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center

Pittsburgh, PA

Eric Robert Friedman................................................................................................................................................................. Somers, NY
(Emergency Medicine)

University of Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, MD

Ariel Shane Frost....................................................................................................................................................................... Oakland, CA
(Otolaryngology)

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA 

Weedley Funeus............................................................................................................................................................. Fort Lauderdale, FL
(Emergency Medicine)

University of Florida College of Medicine-Shands Hospital
Gainesville, FL

Abigail Rose Gifford................................................................................................................................................................... Rutland, VT
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Nicholas Bradley Grissom..........................................................................................................................................................Raleigh, NC
(Transitional)

Grand Strand Regional Medical Center
Myrtle Beach, SC

(Ophthalmology)
Cleveland Clinic-Cole Eye Institute

Cleveland, OH

Rebecca Therese Gyi.......................................................................................................................................................... Ellicott City, MD
(Pediatrics)

Eastern Virginia Medical School
Norfolk, VA

Shelby Marie Harris................................................................................................................................................................... Chesnee, SC
(Anesthesiology)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Richard D. Hartnett............................................................................................................................................................... Stonington, CT
(Surgery-Preliminary/Urology)

 University of Vermont Medical Center
Burlington, VT

(Urology)
University of Vermont Medical Center

Burlington, VT
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Spencer David Hawkins....................................................................................................................................................Chattanooga, TN
(Transitional)

Grand Strand Regional Medical Center
Myrtle Beach, SC

(Dermatology)
University of Michigan Hospitals-Ann Arbor

Ann Arbor, MI

Keith Anthony Henry............................................................................................................................................................Tuscaloosa, AL
(Medicine-Primary)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Sarah Anne Hoopes....................................................................................................................................................... Kennett Square, PA
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

Methodist Hospital
Houston, TX

Olivia Anne Hostetter..............................................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Samuel Kelse Hughes..............................................................................................................................................................Statesville, NC
(Family Medicine)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Esosa Ashley Chinenye Imasuen................................................................................................................................................ Bowie, MD
(Internal Medicine)

George Washington University
Washington, DC

Susan Ivey...................................................................................................................................................................................Danbury, NC
(Internal Medicine)

Palmetto Health Richland
Columbia, SC

Christian Jasper.....................................................................................................................................................................Burlington, NC
(Family Medicine)

Palmetto Health Richland
Columbia, SC

Victoria Shuangbai Jiang...................................................................................................................................................... Alpharetta, GA
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, GA

Adam Gregory Johnson................................................................................................................................................................Acton, MA
(Medicine-Preliminary)

Cone Health
Greensboro, NC

(Radiation/Oncology)
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center

Winston-Salem, NC
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Thomas James Kelsey....................................................................................................................................................................Dover, MA
(Orthopaedic Surgery)
Naval Medical Center

San Diego, CA

Nandini Rajee Kumar........................................................................................................................................................... Columbus, OH
(Family Medicine)

Duke University Medical Center
Durham, NC

Darian LaNeave...................................................................................................................................................................Walkertown, NC
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

University at Buffalo School of Medicine
Buffalo, NY

Eunhee Lee.....................................................................................................................................................................Winston-Salem, NC
(Internal Medicine)

University of Cincinnati Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH

Michelle Hyunju Lee.................................................................................................................................................................Peabody, MA
(Internal Medicine)

University of Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, MD

Katie Lehman.....................................................................................................................................................................................York, PA
(Medicine-Primary)

Rhode Island Hospital
Providence, RI

Jia Hao Liang.................................................................................................................................................................. Guang Zhou, China
(Internal Medicine)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Benjamin Daniel Lovin.............................................................................................................................................................Concord, NC
(Otolaryngology)

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, TX

Julia Johnson Lovin..................................................................................................................................................................... Atlanta, GA
(Pediatrics)

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, TX

Katherine Ann Luffy................................................................................................................................................................... Dublin, OH
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, SC

Stacy Anne Marshall..............................................................................................................................................................Scappoose, OR
(Emergency Medicine)

Cooper University Hospital
Camden, NJ
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Mary Alyce McCullough.......................................................................................................................................................... Mt. Airy, NC
(General Surgery)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Marisa Barclay McGhee...........................................................................................................................................................Asheville, NC
(Neurology)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

William Hale McKay.............................................................................................................................................................. Huntsville, UT
(Neurological Surgery)

University of New Mexico School of Medicine
Albuquerque, NM

Kyle Bryker McKey............................................................................................................................................................... Stevensville, MI
(Transitional)

Colorado Health Foundation
Denver, CO

(Ophthalmology)
Wills Eye Residency Program at Jefferson

Philadelphia, PA

Jessica Grace McSurdy............................................................................................................................................................New York, NY
(Family Medicine)

Mountain Area Health Education Center
Asheville, NC

Shannon Marie Mentock..........................................................................................................................................................Durham, NC
(Family Medicine)
St. Joseph Hospital

Denver, CO

Ethan Koppang Miller.............................................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC
(Anesthesiology)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Angela Marie Monafo.................................................................................................................................................................Boston, MA
(Pediatrics)

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center
Lebanon, NH

Robert Mahon Morgan, Jr. ...................................................................................................................................................Greenville, NC
(Transitional)

Spartanburg Regional Healthcare
Spartanburg, SC

(Radiology-Diagnostic)
Duke University Medical Center

Durham, NC

Brian Thomas Muffly...................................................................................................................................................................Corbin, KY
(Orthopaedic Surgery)

University of Kentucky Medical Center
Lexington, KY
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Michael Shaw Murphey, Jr........................................................................................................................................................Marietta, GA
(Emergency Medicine)

Christiana Care Health System
Newark, DE

Caroline Jones Murrell..................................................................................................................................................................Shelby, NC
(Psychiatry)

University of North Carolina Hospitals
Chapel Hill, NC

Akhil Muthigi............................................................................................................................................................................Durham, NC
(Surgery-Preliminary)

Georgetown University Hospital
Washington, DC

(Urology)
Georgetown University Hospital

Washington, DC

Vanessa Yik Yun Ng..................................................................................................................................................................Marietta, GA
(Anesthesiology)

NYP Hospital-Weill Cornell Medical Center
New York, NY

Jennifer Nguyen.........................................................................................................................................................................Portland, OR
(Internal Medicine)
Providence Health

Portland, OR

Joshua Chung-Hua Pan............................................................................................................................................................Advance, NC
(Anesthesiology)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Karan Prashant Pandya ..............................................................................................................................................................Raleigh, NC
(Internal Medicine)

Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, SC

Brielle M. Paolini §§§......................................................................................................................................................Virginia Beach, VA
(Transitional-Radiology)
Trident Medical Center

Charleston, SC

(Radiology-Diagnostic)
Medical University of South Carolina

Charleston, SC 

Seth T. Parker.................................................................................................................................................................Winston-Salem, NC
(Anesthesiology)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC 

Poorvi Chhabra Pfenning..........................................................................................................................................................Augusta, GA
(Family Medicine/Swedish Medicine)

University of Colorado School of Medicine
Aurora, CO

§§§	  Dual degree MD/PhD
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Kelsey Elisabeth Poisson.................................................................................................................................................. Reisterstown, MD
(Child Neurology)

Cincinnati Childrens Hospital
Cincinnati, OH

Sahil Prasada..................................................................................................................................................................... Rocky Mount, NC
(Internal Medicine)

University of Florida College of Medicine
Gainesville, FL

Sameer Prasada................................................................................................................................................................. Rocky Mount, NC
(Internal Medicine)

Northwestern McGaw Medical Center
Chicago, IL

Julia Vollger Prokesova................................................................................................................................................................Eureka, CA
(Emergency Medicine)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

William Franklin Rayburn...........................................................................................................................................Winston-Salem, NC
(Internal Medicine)

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center
Lebanon, NH

Emilie Caroline Reiss.......................................................................................................................................................... Panama City, FL
(General Surgery)

University of North Carolina Hospitals
Chapel Hill, NC

Hannah Marie Devoid Roberts..............................................................................................................................................Charlotte, NC
(Family Medicine)

Mountain Area Health Education Center
Asheville, NC

Nathan Lee Roberts............................................................................................................................................................. Sugar Grove, VA
(Internal Medicine)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Newell Bryce Robinson......................................................................................................................................... Cold Spring Harbor, NY
(General Surgery)

NYP Hospital-Weill Cornell Medical Center
New York, NY

Matthew Sechler..................................................................................................................................................................... Lexington, NC
(Internal Medicine)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Thomas Paul Shuman.............................................................................................................................................................. Lancaster, PA
(Internal Medicine)

Carolinas Medical Center
Charlotte, NC

Nicole Carla Stephens............................................................................................................................................................ Richmond, VA
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)

Meharry/Metro General Hospital
Nasheville, TN
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James Matthew Taylor............................................................................................................................................................... Conyers, GA
(Medicine-Preliminary)

Cone Health
Greensboro, NC

(Radiation Oncology)
Thomas Jefferson University

Philadelphia, PA

Kathryn Stewart Timberlake.......................................................................................................................................................Athens, GA
(Family Medicine)

Cone Health
Greensboro, NC

Kennedy Michael Tlaseca.......................................................................................................................................................Harlingen, TX
(Family Medicine)

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, TX

Laura Beth Tran......................................................................................................................................................................Oak Ridge, NC
(Pediatrics)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Rechelle Zanice Tull.....................................................................................................................................................................Dalton, GA
(Medicine-Preliminary)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

(Dermatology)
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center

Winston-Salem, NC

Graham Dickey Hopkins Ungerleider....................................................................................................................................Gulfport, MS
(Thoracic Surgery)

University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA

Katarina Velickovic............................................................................................................................................................ Rocky River, OH
(Family Medicine)

University of North Carolina Hospitals
Chapel Hill, NC

Fernandino Louis Vilson..........................................................................................................................................................Hurlock, MD
(Surgery-Preliminary/Urology)

Stanford University School of Medicine
Stanford, CA

(Urology)
Stanford University School of Medicine

Stanford, CA

Jackson Ross Vuncannon..........................................................................................................................................................Monroe, NC
(Otolaryngology)

Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, GA
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Edina Wang.......................................................................................................................................................................................Cary, NC
(Transitional)

Weiss Memorial Hospital
Chicago, IL

(Radiation Oncology)
Georgetown University Hospital

Washington, DC

Sophia Wang..............................................................................................................................................................................Durham, NC
(Pediatrics)

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, TX

Suzanne Elizabeth Watson........................................................................................................................................................Del Mar, CA
(Psychiatry-Family Medicine)

University of Cincinnati Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH

Dalila White..............................................................................................................................................................................Brooklyn, NY
(Vascular Surgery)
Methodist Hospital

Houston, TX

John Thomas Wren, Jr. §§§ ................................................................................................................................................... Richmond, VA
 (Pediatrics)

St. Louis Childrens Hospital
St. Louis, MO

Mary Petrulis Wren................................................................................................................................................................ Cleveland, OH
(Neurology)

Barnes-Jewish Hospital
St. Louis, MO

Christine Sihui Wu.................................................................................................................................................................... Waxhaw, NC
(Family Medicine)

Novant Health
Cornelius, NC

Kaela Sharae Yates.................................................................................................................................................................... Lancaster, PA
(Pediatrics)

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Thomas Courville Yates...............................................................................................................................................................Toccoa, GA
(Internal Medicine)

University of Chicago Medical Center
Chicago, IL

Eric Lu Yuan.............................................................................................................................................................................Clearwater, FL
(Family Medicine)

University of California-San Diego Medical Center
San Diego, CA

§§§	  Dual degree MD/PhD
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2017 Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society
Spring Induction

Benjamin Daniel Lovin
Brian Thomas Muffly

John Thomas Wren, Jr.
Thomas Courville Yates

Fall Induction
Bryan Quinn Abadie

Michael Anderson
Kristine Erin Brown

Maxx Keegan Caveney
Sarah Kay Conrad
Jessica Lee Deffler

Lynn Michelle Della Grotta
Kevin Meter Englar

Kenneth Robert Feehs

Samuel Kelse Hughes
Adam Gregory Johnson

Kyle Bryker McKey
Akhil Muthigi

Sameer Prasada
Emilie Caroline Reiss

Newell Bryce Robinson
James Matthew Taylor

Mary Petrulis Wren

2017 Gold Humanism Honor Society
William Samuel Bradford
Chloe Sabine Courchesne

Rachelle Ann Falk
Kenneth Robert Feehs
Shelby Marie Harris
Sarah Anne Hoopes

Christian Jasper
Adam Gregory Johnson
Nandini Rajee Kumar
Julia Johnson Lovin

Katherine Ann Luffy
Stacy Anne Marshall
Brian Thomas Muffly

Brielle M. Paolini
Emilie Caroline Reiss

Hannah Marie Devoid Roberts
Fernandino Louis Vilson

Suzanne Elizabeth Watson
Dalila White

Thomas Courville Yates
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2017 Awards and Recognition
American Academy of Neurology 
Medical Student Prize for Excellence........................................................................................Marisa Barclay McGhee

Charles Brian Clark Memorial Award.............................................................................................Marcia Wofford, MD

Charles B. and Agnes Cree Deane Cancer Research Award.................................................... Sarah M. Balgord

Charles M. Howell Memorial Excellence in Dermatology Award........................Spencer David Hawkins 

Cultural Awareness Award................................................................................................................................Sameer Prasada

David Bryan Sloan III, MD Award for  
Excellence in Ophthalmology.......................................................................................................Nicholas Bradley Grissom
	 Kyle Bryker McKey

Dr. Martin and Sandra Castelbaum Award 
for Excellence in Internal Medicine..........................................................................................................Sameer Prasada

The Helms Award in Internal Medicine...................................................................................................Safoa Afua Addo

Isadore and Rachell Meschan Award for  
Academic Excellence in Radiologic Sciences...................................................................Lynn Michelle Della Grotta

Robert Mahon Morgan Jr.

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award (Faculty).............................................Bharathi Upadhya, MD

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award (Student).........................................................Nandini Kumar

M. Robert Cooper Scholarship Awards...................................................................................................Safoa Afua Addo
Thomas Courville Yates

Medical Alumni Association Excellence Award.................................................................Fernandino Louis Vilson

Medical Student Award for Excellence in Anesthesiology......................................... Collin Michael Conrad

Michael R. Lawless Pediatric Merit Award..................................................................................... Julia Johnson Lovin

Norman D. and Dot G. Potter Award in Geriatrics....................................................Kathryn Stewart Timberlake

Obstetrics and Gynecology Merit Award ...................................................................................... Kristine Erin Brown

Outstanding Medical Student in Psychiatry Award.................................................... Suzanne Elizabeth Watson

Richard T. Myers Surgical Merit Award ...................................................................................................... Dalila White
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Robert P. Vidinghoff Memorial Award................................................................................................ Katarina Velickovic

R.W. Prichard History of Medicine Award............................................................................... Lauren West-Livingston

SAEM Medical Student Excellence in  
Emergency Medicine Award............................................................................................................................. Sarah M. Balgord

Strickland Award in Primary Care..............................................................................................William Samuel Bradford

Tinsley R. Harrison Award in Internal Medicine......................................................................Bryan Quinn Abadie

United States Public Health Service 2017  
Excellence in Public Health Award............................................................................................William Samuel Bradford

Wake Forest School of Medicine Departmental  
Excellence in Neurology Award..............................................................................................................Mary Petrulis Wren

Class of 2017 Teaching Award..........................................................................................................................Leslie Ellis, MD

Class of 2018 Teaching Award............................................................................................................... Nicholas Potisek, MD

Class of 2019 Teaching Award................................................................................................................. Brandon Stacey, MD

Class of 2020 Teaching Award.................................................................................................................. Yenya Hu, MD/PhD
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Medical Alumni Association and Welcome Reception
The Wake Forest School of Medicine Medical Alumni Association (MAA), founded in the 1940s and led by its first president, 
Louten R. Hedgpeth, MD ’31, has a membership of more than 11,000 physicians who are graduates of the medical school and/
or former residents (house staff) at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center. By virtue of graduation, all graduates become members 
of the Medical Alumni Association, a non-dues paying association. The addition of the MD Class of 2017 will bring the total 
membership of MD graduates to more than 5,000.

The association is guided by the MAA Board, an advisory group of elected members and additional appointees from among 
the alumni, current house staff, MD student body and faculty. The board works closely with staff members from the Office of 
Philanthropy and Alumni Relations and school administration to develop beneficial programs and enhance communication 
among all members of the School of Medicine family.

Regional events are held annually, hosted by area alumni and parents. These gatherings around the country provide opportunities 
for alumni, students and parents to interact with each other as well as with medical school faculty and staff. Graduates are 
encouraged to notify the alumni office (alumni@wakehealth.edu or 800-899-7128) with updated contact information. All 
alumni who have shared updated email addresses with the alumni office will receive invitations to all regional events and 
Alumni Weekend, and special announcements.

Graduating members of the MD Class of 2017 and their guests are invited to the MAA Welcome Reception on Monday, 
May 15, in the Benson Center, Room 401, at Wake Forest University immediately following the university commencement 
ceremony for a reception hosted by the MAA Board and Past Presidents.

The MAA is honored to welcome the MD Class of 2017 to the alumni family and will proudly present the graduates with a 
personalized welcome gift in addition to the notebook portfolios that were provided to the class by the MAA for use in their 
residency interviews.

2016-17 MAA Officers
President 
Charles D. Harr, MD ’83, MBA  
Cardiothoracic Surgery, Raleigh, NC

President-Elect 
Louise Y. Ledbetter, MD ’87, MBA 
Neurology, Columbia, TN

Secretary 
Stanley N. Tennant, MD ’78 
Cardiovascular Diseases, Greensboro, NC

Immediate Past President 
Brenda Latham-Sadler, MD ’82 
Family Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC

2017 MAA Student Representative 
Mary Alyce McCullough

2017 MAA Class Agent 
Michael S. Anderson

Alumni Relations Team
Teri C. Lemons, Director 
Alumni Development 
tlemons@wakehealth.edu

Beth A. Alexander, Assistant Director 
Alumni Relations 
baalexan@wakehealth.edu

Donna S. Chamberlain
Alumni Program Manager 
dchamber@wakehealth.edu



Candidates for and holders of master’s and doctor’s degrees 

wear hoods over their robes. The hood symbolizes a heavy 

burden. The hood identifies the level of the degree, the 

field of learning, and the institution which awards it. 

The color of the trim declares the major field of learning; 

forest green represents medicine. The colors that line the 

hood identify the university awarding the degree.






