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Visiting Assistant Professor of European History
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Wake Forest University
B11 Tribble Hall
Winston-Salem, NC, 27109

rahaln@wfu.edu
EDUCATION

2021		Ph.D, University of Toronto, Department of History
		Collaborative Program with the Centre for Jewish Studies

Examination Fields: Modern Europe; Modern Germany; Gender and Sexuality 

Dissertation: “A Garden for the Future and a Garden of Destruction: The German Kindergarten Movement and the Politics of Early Children’s Education, 1817-1864”

Committee Members: Dr. Jennifer Jenkins, Dr. Derek Penslar, Dr. Doris Bergen

2013                 MA, University of Toronto, Department of History 
 Collaborative Program in Jewish Studies
			 
2012		BA, University of Toronto, University College
Specialist in History and Minor in German Studies. 
	 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

July 2024- Present 	Assistant Professor of Modern European History, Department of 
History, Wake Forest University 
2022- July 2024	Visiting Assistant Professor of Modern European History, 
Department of History, Wake Forest University

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 

Modern Germany, Modern Europe, Emotion, Gender and Sexuality, Childhood, Religion, History of Education, Revolution, Cold War Europe, Nazism and the Holocaust, Global Emancipations, Knowledge 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Course Instructor, Department of History, Wake Forest University:  
	Europe and the World in the Modern Era (HST102); European 
International Relations Since World War One (HST309); Protest, Power and the Classroom: History of Education in Modern Europe (HST311); Directed Reading (HST399); Germany: Unification to Unification 1871-1990 (HST220)
Course Instructor, Department of History, University of Toronto, St. George Campus:
	Europe in the 19th century (HIS241)
Teaching Assistant, Department of History, University of Toronto, St. George Campus: 
	Europe in the 19th Century (HIS241); Europe in the 20th Century (HIS242H1S); 
The Holocaust: Preconditions, Consolidation of Nazi Power, War, and Occupation (to 1942) (HIS338H1F); The Holocaust from 1942” (HIS361H1S); American History Since 1607 (HIS271Y1); What is History? (HIS108Y1Y)
Teaching Assistant, Department of Historical Studies University of Toronto, Mississauga Campus:
Introduction to British History (HIS236H5S); United States in the 20th Century (HIS372H5S)

PUBLICATIONS

Articles: 
2024 	“Discipling Love and Care in the Nineteenth-Century German Kindergarten” 
Jahrbuch für Historische Bildungsforschung 30 (2024): Empathie, Emotionen, Erziehung und Bildung

2017    “A Battlefield for Emancipation: The Hamburg Kindergarten Movement and the Revolutionary 1840s.” Bulletin of the German Historical Institute. 61 (Fall 2017): 67- 83. 

Current Book Projects: 	
“A Garden for the Future and a Garden of Destruction: The Nineteenth Century German 
Kindergarten Movement and the Politics of Early Children’s Education” 

“Christian Love at Zero Hour: The Politics of Christian Love, Political Legitimacy, and 
The Federal Republic of Germany, 1949-1968” 

Book reviews:
2024    Lorenzkowski, Barbara, Kristine Alexander, and Andrew Burtch, eds. 2023. 
“Small Stories of War: Children, Youth, and Conflict in Canada and 
Beyond.” In Journal of Family History (0,0) 

2022	Bruce, Emily C. “Revolutions at Home: The Origins of Modern Childhood 
and the German Middle Class.” In Histoire sociale/Social History 
(Volume 55, Number 113, June 2022): 184-187

2020	John Breuilly ed. “Nineteenth-Century Germany: Politics, Culture, and 
Society 1780-1918.” in German History (Volume 38, Issue 4, December 
2020): 669-671

2018	Ann Taylor Allen, “The Transatlantic Kindergarten: Education and 
Women’s Movements  Germany and the United States.” In German Studies 
Review. (Volume 41, Number 2, May 2018): 400-402

2014	Jay Geller, “The Other Jewish Question: Identifying the Jew and Making 
Sense of Modernity.” In The University of Toronto Journal of Jewish 
Thought. (Volume 4, 2014), 4 pages:  
(https://tjjt.cjs.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/vol-4- The-Other-Jewish	-Question-Review.pdf) 

Non-Traditional Publications
2024	“The Utopia of the Kindergarten” History of Knowledge: Research, Resources, 
and Perspectives (in preparation) 

2022	Podcast on Germany, “Month of Germany Interview with Dr. Rahal” October 25 
episode https://www.buzzsprout.com/209561/11566705-month-of-germany-interview-with-dr-rahal 

FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

2023	Archival Research Funding, Department of History, Wake Forest 
University
2021-2022	Visiting Fellow, German Historical Institute, Washington D.C. 
2019, 2020	Doctoral Scholarship, Ontario Graduate Scholarship
2018		Research Grant, Central European History Society
2018		Scholarship program, Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation (Stiftung 
Preußische Kulturbesitz), Berlin
2017-2018	Doctoral Research Fellowship, Leibniz Institute for European History, 
Mainz, Germany
2015-2016	Doctoral Fellowship Programme, Leo Baeck Institute London and the 
Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes 
2016	Scholarship Programme, Research Library for the History of Education (BBF) at the German Institute for International Educational Research (DIPF), Berlin 
2015		Graduate Student Grant, Naim Mahlab Graduate award in Jewish History, 
Centre for Jewish Studies, University of Toronto
2014		Graduate Student Grant, Shiff Graduate Student Enhancement Fund in 
Jewish Studies, Centre for Jewish Studies, University of Toronto
2014		Scholarship for Intensive Language Course, Deutsche Akademische 
Austauschdienst e. V. (DAAD)
2014		Special Supplemental Research Award, Joint Initiative in German and 
European Studies, University of Toronto
2013		Graduate Student Grant, Lieba Sharon Wilensky Lesk Graduate 
Scholarship For Women in Jewish Studies, from Centre for Jewish 
Studies, University of Toronto

CONFERENCES

2024		The German Catholic Congregation and the Languages and Emotions of 
Protest and Power during the Revolutionary 1840s, Emotion Network 
Seminar on Feeling and Belonging, German Studies Association 
Conference, Atlanta
2023		Utopian Hope and the Revolutionary Kindergarten from 1848-1851, 
Emotion Network Seminar on Feeling and Belonging, German 
Studies Association Conference, Montreal 
2022		Love and Protest: The Emotional, Religious, and Revolutionary use of 
Love in German Speaking Europe, Emotion Network, German 
Studies Association Conference, Houston 
2021		The German Catholics and Love: A New Type of Womanly Emotion. 
German Studies Association Conference, Indianapolis (virtual) 
2020		Love is Political: Love During the Revolutionary 1840s in the German 
Confederation. Emotional and Social Communities: Historical Perspectives. Sciences Po, Paris, (Canceled due to COVID-19)
2018		A Revolution of Love and Feeling: The Use of Emotion and Love during 
the Revolutionary 1840s, Agents of Cultural Change: Jewish and other 
Responses to Modernity, ca. 1750–1900, German Historical Institute, Washington D.C
2018		The Garden as a site of True Emancipation: The German Kindergarten 
Movement and Nature during the Revolutionary 1840s, The International 
Standing Conference for the History of Education, Berlin
2017		The Hamburg Kindergarten Movement as a Site of Entangled Histories of 
Emancipation The Schwartz-Reisman Graduate Student Conference, Anne 
Tanenbaum Centre for Jewish Studies, University of Toronto
2016		The German Kindergarten Movement: Educational Reform and Social 
Revolution, German Studies Association Conference, San Diego
2016		German-Jewish activism in the Hamburg Kindergarten Movement, 
Navigating Diversity: Narratives, Practices and Politics in German-
Speaking Europe, German Historical Institute, Montreal	.
2016		A Revolution in the Garden: The German Kindergarten Movement, 
Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies Conference, Asheville, 
2014		Subversive Womanhood in Social Reformist Feminist Activism in Imperial 	
Germany, McGill-Queen’s 2014 Graduate Conference in History, Montreal 
2014		The Movement for Education and the Articulation of Belonging in the 
German Women’s Movement in the Nineteenth Century, Annual Graduate History Symposium, University of Toronto	 
2013		Gendered Appeals to the Nation: The Image and The Participation of 
Women in the German Wars of Liberation, International Napoleonic 
Society 2013 Congress, Toronto
2013		Kultur and Social Reform in the German Women’s Movement, MA 2000 
Paper Symposium (co-organizer), Department of History, University of 
Toronto 

INVITED TALKS

2023		Planting The Seeds For the Future: The Nineteenth Century German 
Kindergarten Movement and The Politics of Early Children’s Education, Historical Studies Society, University of Toronto Mississauga 
2022		Children’s Play and Freedom: The Kindergarten and the Politics of 
Aesthetic Education During the Revolutionary Era in German Speaking Europe, German History Research Group, Cambridge University
2021		A Real Battlefield for Emancipation: The Hamburg Kindergarten 
Movement 1849-1852, Race, Ethics, and Power Emerging Scholars Series, 
The Centre for Ethics, University of Toronto
2019	                The Kindergarten and The Emotive Discourse of Revolutionary 1840s, 
	                 Invectivity and Democracy: A Powerful Tool to Destroy, Reform, and    
                        Revitalize Political Order and Democracy, University of Toronto
2018		A Garden of Children and the Education of Citizens: The German 
Kindergarten Movement From 1837-1880, Colloquium of the Leibniz 
Institute of European History, Mainz
2016	                The Kindergarten and Revolution: Early Children's Education and the 
                        Revolution of 1848 Research Seminar for History of Education, Institut für 
	Erziehungswissenschaften, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

WORKSHOPS

2024		Culture and Catastrophe in Modern Europe, University of Chicago
2023		Southeast German Studies Workshop, University of Alabama 
2017		German Historical Institute Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar, Institut für die 
Geschichte der deutschen Juden, Hamburg
2016		Leo Baeck Fellowship Programme Workshop, Freudental
2016		History of Education Doctoral Summer School, Groningen
2015		Leo Baeck Fellowship Programme Workshop, Brighton
2015		Summer Institute at the Holocaust Education Foundation, Northwestern 
University, Evanston 
MEMBERSHIPS 

German Studies Association
Central European History Society
American Historical Association

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION

2024- Present		Emotion Network Co-Convener, German Studies Association 
2021- 2023                  Steering Committee Administrative Member, Modern European 
History Collective

LANGUAGES 
English: Native Language
German: Advanced speaking, reading, writing 
French: reading
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