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Abstract: Learning a second language as an adult is a complex endeavor that has been 
theorized and subsequently shown to be affected by various factors, some of which are 
internal to the learner (e.g., cognitive abilities, motivation, anxiety, language aptitude, etc.) 
and others which are external to the learner (e.g., amount and type of exposure, learning 

environment, method of instruction, etc.). Since the 1970’s, the idea that contextual factors 
in the learning environment can influence learning outcomes for second language acquisition 
(SLA) has been a central part of SLA theory-building and has fueled research agendas in the 
field. In this talk, I will focus on two manifestations of a particular learning environment: 
Immersion programs, discussing my previous, ongoing and future work in the areas of study 

abroad and domestic immersion programs. 
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