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As Susan R. Wente 
settles into the Presi-
dent’s Home this year, 
she’ll be enjoying a 
house rich in history. 
The country estate was 
designed by noted architect 
Julian Peabody. The gardens 
were designed by Ellen Biddle 
Shipman, one of the country’s 
first female landscape artists. 
Interior designer Sister Parish 
later collaborated with Jac-
queline Kennedy to redecorate 
the White House. Local African 
American artisan George Black 
handcrafted the house’s oversized bricks.

Ralph and DeWitt Hanes moved into 
their new home on Oct. 29, 1929, a date 
more notable for the stock market crash 
that set off the Great Depression. The 
house was donated to the University in 
1988 and became the presidential resi-
dence. Shortly after President Nathan O. 
Hatch and his wife, Julie, moved into the 
house in 2005, a four-car garage was 
renovated into a comfortable meeting 
place for students.

Guests likely won’t see one of the 
home’s most unusual features. A con-
cealed trap door leads down a spiral 
staircase to the basement, where a 
large safe hid the Hanes family’s silver. 
The Hanes’ children stored their elec-
tric train set in the attic, and decades 
later in an echo from the past, President 
Hatch did the same with his train set for 
his grandchildren.


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“Doing good for good” is the motto 
of the law school’s Pro Humanitate 
Project. Students exemplify that 
through their work with juveniles, 
immigrants, those who are disabled 
or incarcerated and those who 
need help with wills, health care 
directives or income tax returns. 
Students embrace that ideal, too, 
through clinical work with veterans, 
low-income clients and nonprofits. 
And through the Innocence and 
Justice Clinic, they investigate 
cases of those who claim they’ve 
been wrongly convicted.

As a law student, Ashleigh Wilson (JD ’11),  
right, worked in the law school's Community 
Law & Business Clinic. In 2010, she prevented 
foreclosure of this Winston-Salem home 
owned by Tonya Williams, left.

Pro umanitate
meets



The name of this game is taking 
on the greatest athletes most 
incoming students will likely ever 
face — the best Division 1 student- 
athletes, faculty and staff that 
Wake Forest has to offer! As part 
of orientation and originally called 
Pros vs. Joes, the Deacon Olympics 
(renamed in 2018) sets up epic 

contests for first-year students to 
out-shoot, out-chip, out-kick and 
out-dodge the campus pros and 
each other. (The high dive/cannon-
ball splash has been one of the most 
popular events.) They meet new 
people, learn the environment, win 
prizes and prove every Deacon is a 
competitor at heart.

 strong sart with
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Sam Cooke sings about “twistin’ the 
night away,” and Shag on the Mag 
is a night to put on your springtime 
best and do just that. A tide of 
beach music breaks across campus 
as The Embers take the stage on 
Mag Quad. Skirts swing, ties loosen 
and dancing shoes twist under a 
tent strung with shimmering lights. 
The official state dance of South 
Carolina and the official state pop-
ular dance of North Carolina, the 
shag has been called the jitterbug 
slowed down. Made famous in both 

states’ coastal towns, the shag 
inspires Wake Forest students to 
create their own footwork and spins.

When he was leading the 
Student Union, Joseph Bumgarner 
(’06) enlisted his buddy Patrick 
Brennan (’06) to help plan the 
first Shag on the Mag to unite 
the campus. After more than 15 
years, this traditional capstone to 
Springfest still delivers. And as the 
Chairmen of the Board sing, “The 
Shag is here to stay.” 

on he
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into balletic performers. We learned 
the parental care that custodial 
staff take in keeping students safe 
and comfortable. We heard the 
pride and joy that landscapers  
have in our stately trees and garden 
atmosphere on campus. And we 
saw the carpenters, plumbers and 
electricians who build and maintain 
the equivalent of a small city.  

We owe Facilities & Campus 
Services big-time for our landscape 
beauty, dorm cleanliness and quick 
responses to plumbing disasters or 
lost keys. We saw employees’ skills, 
commitment and big equipment  
come into glorious focus in “From 
the Ground Up,” a large-scale 
performance on the Quad in 2019 
directed by another favorite — cho-
reographer Allison Orr (’93), who 
turned cranes and lawn mowers 

Campus



Deacs in The Deacon roaring in on 
his motorcycle. The squeak 
of sneakers on the court. 
Rainy day Commence-
ments. Rockin’ concerts 
from Elton John to Lil 
Wayne to Alan Jackson. 
Those are memories of 
Lawrence Joel Veterans 
Memorial Coliseum, home 
court for 500 wins by the 
men’s and women’s basket-
ball teams since it opened 
in 1989 to replace the Winston-Salem Coliseum.

In 2013, the University bought the 14,665-
seat arena, the only Power Five conference bas-
ketball arena named for a Black person. It pays 
homage to all veterans and its namesake, a U.S. 
Army medic from Winston-Salem who received 
the highest combat award, the Medal of Honor. 
Joel, a veteran of the Korean and Vietnam wars, 
was shot twice in the leg in a 1965 battle north 
of Saigon. He crawled for 24 hours under fire to 
give aid to his comrades and save the lives of 13 
men. He died in 1984 at age 55.
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from Beethoven to the Beatles to 
Beyoncé. (We’re pretty sure we 
heard the “Game of Thrones” theme 
at least once.)

Installed in 1978, the 12-ton 
instrument features 48 bronze 
bells that range from 28 to 4,400 
pounds. While there are said to 
be more than 100 carillons in the 
United States, our carillon (officially 
the Janet Jeffrey Carlile Harris 
Carillon) is one of the few still 
operated manually. This means that 
a carillonneur (usually a student) is 
up in the tower playing each note, 
creating a one-of-a-kind soundtrack 
for the campus folk below. 

It’s the defining sound of Wake For-
est — the simple, memorable chime 
of the Harris Carillon. The bells ring 
out weekdays at 5 p.m. from atop 
Wait Chapel, audible for nearly 5 
square miles. A 15-minute mini- 
concert ensues, with songs ranging 

A
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groomed for walkers but ideal for 
runners, with elevation changes, 
color-coded markers and QR codes 
linking to interactive maps.

On the opposite end of campus 
sits another amenity: an 18-hole 
disc golf course. Established in 
2015, the course features metal tee 
box markers displaying the layout 
and distance at the start of each 
hole. The front nine holes begin 

Love the outdoors? Then you’ll 
love Wake Forest, where outdoor 
pursuits are aplenty across its 
340 acres. While central campus 
regularly hums with activity, it’s 
the edges of campus that offer 
escapes. On the north end, a series 
of cross-country trails, ranging 
from 1.2 to 3 miles, loop beneath a 
canopy of hardwoods. The trails, 
which start around The Barn, are 

behind Martin Residence Hall and 
snake through the woods en route 
to Davis Field. The back nine run 
parallel to the Reynolda walking 
trail, twisting through the woods 
before ending at the Lake Katha-
rine waterfall, named for Katharine 
Smith Reynolds. Screened from 
civilization by a blanket of trees, it’s 
easy to forget that central campus 
is just a disc throw away. 
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Look closer at Chris Paul’s Jordan 
CP3 shoes in a display in the Shah 
Basketball Complex. Each custom 
shoe tells a part of his life story. 
Many have details honoring people 
or things close to his heart: “Wake 
Forest,” “Skip Prosser,” “61XTY” 
(“61” for his grandfather who was 
killed at the age of 61) and “336” 
(the Winston-Salem area code). 
His Wake Forest superlatives are 
printed on a pair of old gold and 
black shoes with tie-dyed laces, 
the same type worn by the men’s 
basketball team when Paul’s No. 3 
jersey was retired in 2013.

For all his success — ACC 
Freshman of the Year, All-American, 
4th overall draft pick, NBA Rookie 
of the Year, NBA All-Star, Olympic 
gold medalist and president of the 
National Basketball Players Asso-
ciation — Paul (’07) still wears the 
old gold and black proudly, on and 
off the court. And he still makes us 
Proud to be a Deacon.

It's he
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A tour of the original campus, 
scavenger hunts, lip sync battles and 
a view from the top of Wait Chapel. 
These are just a few memorable 
moments for Deacon Campers, who 
arrive the week before the official 
move-in and orientation times to learn 
the compelling stories of Mother, So 
Dear. Deacon Camp, alongside other 
optional, pre-orientation camps, 
continues to grow in popularity not 
only for its legendary itinerary, but 
also for the new friendships between 
first-year students and upperclassmen 
who become mentors helping smooth 
the transition to college life.

Deacon
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There is perhaps no more beau-
tiful sight at Wake Forest: A dark 
Wait Chapel slowly brightens as 
2,000 people pass the light of 
beeswax candles from person to 
person during the annual Mora-
vian Lovefeast. The December tra-
dition is a sacred gathering that 
features Christmas hymns, prayer 
and messages of hope in the dark 
winter. Every year, for decades, 
Mary Dull — widow of a Wake  
Forest graduate and grandmother 

to two others — helped make 
thousands of the traditional 
Moravian candles, trimmed with 
red crepe paper, for the Love-
feast. “Visualize (Wait Chapel) full 
of people, full of candles that are 
burning, and they’ve dimmed the 
lights; it’s really wonderful,” she 
once recalled with unbridled joy 
about the warm glow that spreads 
throughout Wait Chapel. “I get 
chills.” We do, too, Mary.

oravianThe 
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Before students return home for 
the Thanksgiving holiday, they head 
to the Pit with their friends to get 
a taste of what’s to come. Pumpkin 
pies, turkey, sweet potato casse-
role, green beans, mac ’n’ cheese, 
cranberry sauce. Some Pitsgiving 
fans are so dedicated they share 
a Google doc with their friends for 
shifts to claim a table for lunch and 
dinner. They know it’s worth it.
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Carolina craftsman Dempsy Calhoun,  
above, to honor the vision and gen-
erosity of Michael A. J. Farrell (P ’10, 
LL.D. ’13) and Mary Flynn Farrell  
(P ’10). Amid turbulent U.S. economic 
waters still churning from the 2008 
recession, the Farrells pledged $10 
million because they believed in Wake 
Forest and a new building for busi-
ness education.

“The Empire State Building, the 
Rockefeller Center — these things 
were built during the Depression 
when people didn’t think they were 
achievable,” Mike Farrell said. “When 
people are confused and scared and 
concerned about direction, you need 
to send a strong message that we 
can’t stop thinking about the future.”

Mike Farrell gave the donation 
to honor his late father, Michael 
John Farrell, an Irish immigrant who 
caulked skyscrapers, painted subway 
cars and worked as a janitor. You 
can see the image of father and son 
side by side in the sculptural portrait. 
Farrell, a trustee, died in 2012 of lung 
cancer, unable to see the November 
2013 grand opening and dedication 
of the building named for his father. 
Trustee Mary Farrell said, “Although 
my husband, Mike, may not be here 
with us today, I like to think he is 
watching us, smiling.”

A quiet spot to discover an immi-
grant’s success story, inspiration to 
press onward and a grand metallic 
sculpture is in Farrell Hall’s entrance 
closest to Poteat Field. You will see 
the metal art created by North  
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For many kids in Winston-Salem, 
their love for the Deacs starts on 
Deacon Hill — the sloping, grassy 
field bordering the southeast end 
zone at Truist Field. Stop by on 
Saturdays in the fall, and you'll see 
families spread out on blankets, 
youngsters playing freeze tag, teens 
tossing Nerf balls — not to mention, 
you’ll likely see some good football.

Deacon Hill has been part of the 
gameday experience for decades, 
since the venue opened as Groves 
Stadium in 1968. It’s remained virtu-
ally unchanged over the years, even 
as its surroundings expanded and 
evolved. Now sitting in the shadow 
of the Bob McCreary Video Board 
Honoring the Class of 1961, the hill 
remains as family-friendly a setting 
as you’ll find in college sports.  

Deacon
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Dobbs (’77), famous for his dance 
moves at games and his polka-dot-
ted gold and black shirt, recalls 
record-playing and dancing in the 
society’s lounge in Kitchin. “Week-
ends were party time. We had a big 
light box that was like a disco light, 
and we would pull that out of the 
closet.” (Dobbs, a dance teacher 
and choreographer in New York 
City, still has that shirt and wore 
it most recently to a ’70s party!) 
The society evolved into the Black 
Student Union, then today’s Black 
Student Alliance, which returned in 
2019 to Kitchin after seeking lounge 
space lost years earlier.
 

The Afro-American Society, formed 
in 1969 by Howard “Jan” Stanback 
(’69) and Mark Friedman (MD ’58), 
had serious purpose — supporting 
Black students and advocating for 
Black studies, faculty and equity 
issues in a time of civil rights 
activism. But the group celebrated 
culture and had fun, too. Jeff 

in he
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American poetry.” His accolades 
were many: National Book Award 
(twice), the Library of Congress’ 
Rebekah Johnson Bobbitt National 
Prize for Poetry, National Book 
Critics Circle Award for Poetry, a 
“genius grant” from the MacArthur 
Foundation and the Poetry Society 
of America’s Robert Frost Medal, 
among others. He taught at Cornell 
University from 1964-1998 and 
died at age 75 in 2001. An obituary 
in The New York Times lauded his 
ability to “turn any topic, even a 
heap of garbage, into poetry.”

English majors eventually find 
their way in Tribble Hall to the 
faculty lounge named for A.R. 
Ammons (’49, D.Litt. ’72), where 
the poet’s manual Underwood 
typewriter is on display. Shy, 
poor and raised on a subsistence 
farm in Columbus County, North 
Carolina, he arrived at the original 
campus “feeling ‘lost — as usual,’” 
Emily Herring Wilson (MA ’62,  
P ’91, ’93) has written. A half cen-
tury later, “against all odds except 
his own genius, (he) secured 
a place in the highest rank of 

A



serenity

When students need a break from the hustle and bustle of college, 
it can be challenging to find a private spot. Wait Chapel, when it’s 
empty, is that place to have a quiet conversation with a friend, to 
study or to reflect. With its stained-glass windows, intricate pipe 
organ and vast space, it offers solace for tired minds and souls,  
a refuge and reminder to be still and breathe.
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Ten 2021 graduates are working this academic 
year in full-time positions as Wake Forest 
Fellows to experience how higher education 
leaders operate. Since the program began 
in 2008, it has given exceptional graduates 
a window into University administration. 
Program alumni pursue careers in law, 
medicine, public policy and many other 
fields, including higher education. Many go 
on to receive prestigious academic honors 
such as Rhodes and Fulbright scholarships. 
More at bit.ly/3yQ6Mxb

This year’s Wake Forest Fellows are:

Campus Life: Zoe Stuckey (MSBA ’23), 
Greensboro, North Carolina
Communications and External Relations  
and Provost’s Office communication:  
Camille Monceaux, Alexandria, Louisiana
Dean of the College: Marie Guy, 
Mechanicsville, Maryland
Information Systems: Jennifer Ryan, 
Montvale, New Jersey
Office of Personal and Career Development: 
Nana Ogburn, New Bern, North Carolina
President’s Office: Mary Costanza,  
Southern Pines, North Carolina
Provost’s Office: Bruce Haywood,  
Franklin Lakes, New Jersey
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center:  
Aidan Wiley, Bel Air, Maryland
School of Business: Rafael Alves de Lima, 
Natal, RN, Brazil
Wake Downtown: Yorjannys Gomez,  
High Point, North Carolina

Exploring Higher Education

From left, front row: Zoe Stuckey, Nana Ogburn, Yorjannys Gomez, Mary Costanza; 
second row: Bruce Haywood, Jennifer Ryan, Camille Monceaux; third row: Aidan Wiley, 
Rafael Alves de Lima, Marie Guy
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