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Wake Forest University launched the Face to Face Speaker Forum in 
spring 2020. The community-facing series, celebrating its five-year 
anniversary in 2025, was created to bring world-renowned, influential 
voices to Winston-Salem to discuss topics in a variety of areas including 
politics, arts and culture, business, global issues and social justice.

facetoface.wfu.edu

Please consider a gift to Face to Face: 



Thank you for being here! As you no doubt 
have seen, we have a lineup change this 
evening. But I can confidently say that we 
are all in for a program that is every bit as 
star-powered and every bit as magical.

Tonight, we welcome back to the Lawrence 
Joel Veterans Memorial Coliseum a Demon 
Deacon legend — Chris Paul. 

Chris Paul’s storied career started just down the road at West Forsyth 
High School. And though basketball has taken him to New Orleans, 
Los Angeles, Beijing, London and beyond — he has always remained 
committed to the wellbeing and flourishing of his hometown. For two 
decades, the Chris Paul Family Foundation has invested in individuals, 
families and communities — focusing on education, health and 
wellness and leadership development. As a team leader, record-setter, 
philanthropist, entrepreneur and memoirist, Chris Paul continues to serve 
as an exemplar of character, integrity and leadership — of leveraging one’s 
talents in the service of humanity — to generations of Demon Deacons. 
Pro Humanitate, indeed!

Finally, I want to extend a personal thank you to Chris Paul and his
family for the many ways they support Wake Forest and the Winston-
Salem community, and for their flexibility and enthusiasm that made
this night possible.

Sincerely,
Susan R. Wente, Ph.D.
President
Distinguished University Professor of Biology and Biochemistry
Wake Forest University 
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ORDER OF EVENTS

Welcome 
SUE HENDERSON
Executive Director, Face to Face Speaker Forum
Wake Forest University

Special Message
SHAY MUSTAFA
Chief Communications Officer – U.S.
Reynolds American Inc. 

Introductions
SUSAN R. WENTE
President
Wake Forest University

Featured Conversation
CHRIS PAUL

Moderated by 
TRACY WOLFSON

Closing Remarks
SUE HENDERSON

Welcome to the Face to Face Speaker Forum.
The program will begin at 7:30 p.m.
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Face to Face would like to welcome the Wake Forest University Men’s 
and Women’s Basketball programs, the inaugural Forsyth Tech Men’s 
Basketball program, the Salem College Basketball program, the Winston-
Salem State University Men’s and Women’s Basketball programs and 
more than 20 area high school boys and girls basketball programs.

We offer a special thank you to the Chris Paul Family Foundation and 
the YMCA of NWNC for sponsoring tonight’s attendance of other 
deserving youth basketball participants from our community.



A West Forsyth High School and Wake Forest University basketball 
stand-out, affectionately known as the Point God, Chris Paul is a 12-
time National Basketball Association (NBA) All-Star and two-time 
Olympic Gold medalist. He was named to the NBA’s 75th Anniversary 
team as one of the 75 greatest players in history. In 2021, Paul became 
the first player in league history to record 20,000 points and 10,000 
career assists. He ranks second on the NBA all-time career assists and 
steals list. Paul is entering his 21st season in the NBA with the Los 
Angeles Clippers. 

Paul’s New York Times best-selling memoir, “Sixty-One: Life Lessons 
from Papa, On and Off the Court,” is a powerful and unexpected 
memoir of family, faith, tragedy, and life’s most important lessons. His 
business footprint is diverse and includes a multi-platform production 
company Ohh Dip!!! Productions, as well as ownership of plant-based, 
better for you snack brand Good Eatn’.

Through the Chris Paul Family Foundation, Paul continues to provide 
resources that enrich and strengthen underserved communities across 
the country. Paul co-launched the Social Change Fund United with 
Dwyane Wade and Carmelo Anthony. His philanthropic efforts have 
earned him the 2016 ESPYs “Humanitarian of the Year” award, the 2016 
Mannie Jackson Human Spirit Award and the NBA Community Assist
Award five times. Paul is also the first recipient of the Kobe and 
Gigi Bryant Advocacy Award for his significant contributions to the 
advancement of girls’ and women’s basketball and advocacy for the 
WNBA.

Tracy Wolfson is a two-time Emmy Award-winning reporter for CBS 
Sports. She was named the NFL on CBS’s lead game reporter in 2014 
and is part of the lead announce team of Jim Nantz and Tony Romo. 
Wolfson was on the sidelines as lead reporter for Super Bowl LVIII 
(2024), Super Bowl LV (2021), Super Bowl LIII (2019) and Super Bowl
50 (2016). She serves as the lead reporter for CBS’s coverage of the 
NCAA Men’s March Madness and has been the lead reporter on the 
Final Four since 2008. In addition, she is a host on “We Need to Talk,” 
the first-ever nationally televised all-female weekly sports show.
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Sue Henderson serves as assistant vice president and executive 
director of the Face to Face Speaker Forum. Before coming to Wake 
Forest, she worked in financial services, including more than two 
decades in wealth management at Wells Fargo. Henderson serves on 
five not-for-profit boards. Previously, she chaired the boards of the 
YMCA NWNC Metro and Summit School, the boards of visitors of 
Salem Academy and College and the UNC School of the Arts and 
served as vice-chair of the Winston-Salem State University Board
of Trustees.

Shay Mustafa is Chief Communications Officer - U.S. at Reynolds 
American Inc. (Reynolds), the largest market in the global BAT 
Group. A member of the U.S. executive team and BAT’s global 
leadership community, she is helping transform the tobacco 
industry and plays a pivotal role leading Reynolds’ communications 
and sustainable practices agenda. Mustafa’s previous professional 
background ranges from senior roles with Fortune 100 companies to 
co-founder of a technology start up. Previously, she held commercial 
leadership positions across the Reynolds organization’s brand 
portfolio, including launching, commercializing, and responsibly 
marketing next generation products. She earned her MBA in 
Marketing from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville and a BA in 
Business Administration from Rhodes College. Mustafa is an avid 
supporter of S.T.E.M. education and early-stage entrepreneurship.

Dr. Susan R. Wente is Wake Forest University’s 14th president and 
Distinguished University Professor of Biology and Biochemistry. 
Leading with trust, transparency and teamwork, she believes the 
University’s motto — Pro Humanitate — calls Wake Forest to be a 
catalyst for good in society. Championing access and opportunity 
for all at Wake Forest, Dr. Wente has raised more than $100 million 
in new scholarships and created a new admissions pathway for first 
generation students. Dr. Wente is also leading the most significant 
campus facility renewal effort since Wake Forest arrived in Winston-
Salem in 1956. Partnering with the City of Winston-Salem, she 
launched a project to transform the 80 acres surrounding the 
University’s stadiums into a mixed-use development and economic 
driver for the city, state and region. 
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At Reynolds American Inc. organization (Reynolds), our 
purpose is to create A Better Tomorrow™ by Building a 
Smokeless World. We are leading the transformation of 
the tobacco industry through science, innovation and a 
commitment to creating positive societal outcomes for all 
stakeholders. This year, Reynolds is celebrating its 150th 
anniversary, dating back to the founding of the R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Company in 1875.

Connecting with and contributing to communities is a long-
standing tradition and source of pride at Reynolds, dating 
back to our founder, R.J. Reynolds. Today, community 
engagement remains a core part of our operating philosophy, 
reflected in our philanthropic efforts through monetary and 
in-kind donations, as well as employee volunteerism.

Our charitable focus is centered on fostering Thriving 
Communities by supporting the basic human needs of 
PEOPLE, protecting and restoring the natural resources of 
our PLANET, and advancing PROSPERITY for all.

We have given approximately $120 million to non-profit 
organizations through our corporate and foundation giving 
programs since 2008. Reynolds also provides opportunities 
for employees to support causes important to them, 
including two days off per year to volunteer and dollar-for-
dollar employee charitable matching up to $7,000 annually 
through the Reynolds American Foundation.
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Membership to the Face to Face Speaker Forum Keynote Society helps offer free 
access to community members and students for Face to Face keynote events as well 
as supports the speaker series operations and need-based student scholars at Wake 
Forest. Members receive benefits such as preferred seating and parking, pre-event 
receptions and special access to select speakers. If interested in joining the Keynote 
Society, please email facetoface@wfu.edu.

Face to Face is grateful to our Keynote Society members:

Jennifer Abbinett
Carol and Greg Adams
Laurie Albertini
Vanessa Anderson
Lynn and Dan Anthony
Hannah and John Appel
Cassandra and Jerry Baker
Pam and Bill Ball
Bettye Barrett
Marilyn and Bob Beach
Donna Boswell
Sandra Boyette
Felice Brenner
Wendy and Mike Brenner
Laurie and Daniel Briggs
Patty and Malcolm Brown
Steve Bumgarner
Mary Louise and John Burress
Kara and Daniel Calderon
Scott Carpenter
Vicki and John Ceneviva
Sandy Chacko and Vishak John
Shelby and Lee Chaden
Kathryn and Andy Chan
Becca and Todd Chase
Mary Boyd and
     Christopher Chenery
Melissa Clendenen and
     Peter Sawyers
Kennedy and John Cogan
Susan and Mark Conger
Lindsay and RT Collins
Holly Coward and
     R. Phillip Heine
Annamarie D’Souza and
     Tom Dotson
Mary and Richard Dean
Marian and Jim Douglas
Robyn and Dan Earthman
Stephani and Brett Eaton
Angela and Matt Edwards
Lynn and Barry Eisenberg
Liz and Jonathan Fitzpatrick
Ragan and Dara Folan
Sheldon and Caleb Fort
Bonnie and Rob Fowler
Janet and Ron Frazier
Millar and Matt Freeman
Julie Freischlag and
     Philip Roethle
Camille and Nate French
Paul Fulton
Ginger Gallagher and
     Barry Gilbert
Deborah and Tim Gardner

Shon and Chris Gilmore
Susan and James Gordon
Dawnielle and Brock Grace
Mike Grace Jr.
Anne Calkins Grady
Jennifer and Ben Graves
Kathryn and Craig Greven
Jennifer and Paul Grosswald
Julie Groves
Tim Gupton and Brent Moore
Nadine and Mark Hall
Regina and DeWayne Hall
Kelley and Drew Hancock
Debbie and Chuck Harr
Marybeth and Rick Hays
Karin and Darryl Head
Laura Hearn
Doug Henderson
Jennifer and Tom Hickman
Derek Hicks
Anna Ball Hodge
John Hoemann and
     Howard Upchurch
Melanie and Mark Holton
Beth Hopkins
Janice and Richard Howerton
Lou Ann and Joe Inman
Lisa and Stan Jewell
Ann Johnston
Guari and Fabian Johnston
Chris Jones
Christine and Will Joyner III
Ina and Donald Kamenz
Jane and Patrick Kane
Kelley Kenner-Patridge and
     Ken Patridge
Leigh and Andy Koman
Emily and John Kraper
Mary and Mike Lancaster
Brenda Latham-Sadler
Chris Leak
Kristina Lewis and
     David Popoli
Joseph Logan
Pat and Richard Lord
Melodie and John Manna Jr.
Happy Martin
Melinda and John McConnell
Laurie and Tom McDaniel
Martha Ann McDonald
Amy McMichael and
     Ralph Thomas
Jill and Wayne McNeely
Mo and Calvin McRae
Meredith McSwain

Portia Mount
Eva Neumann and
     Vince Mancuso
Katheryn and Otis
     Northington
Cathy and Chris Pace
Allison Perkins
Becky and Jay Perkinson
Louisa and Mark Petersen
Laura Phillips and
     Andrew Jones
Gary Poehling
Katherine Poehling and
     Timothy Peters
Lizanne Poehling and
     Carol Hayes
Karen and Thomas Pranikoff
Anna Reilly and Matt Cullinan
Deborah and Bob Reinhold
Sandra Reynolds
Walt Reynolds
John Ritter
Mary and Henry Roemer
Lucy Rose
Nancy and Andy Schneider
Lynn and Scott Segal
Ali and Michael Sloan
Elizabeth Sloan
Kim and Stuart Stogner
Cindy Lou and Boyd Sturges
Wynn Tanner and
     Michael Robinson
Coleman Team
Robin Team Jr.
Julie and Thatcher Townsend
Debbie and Steve Vetter
Berkley and Heribert
     von Feilitzsch
Sue and Dave Wahrhaftig
Laura and Richard Ward
Charlie Watkins and
     Jeremy Murray
Linda and Pete Watson
Velma Watts
Laurie and George Whitaker
Danielle and Kevin Williams
Janie and J.D. Wilson
Danna Wortman and
     Tom Adams
Aimee and David Zaas
Kristen and Jason Zaks

Keynote Society as of August 15, 2025
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FACE TO FACE SPEAKER FORUM IS
COMMITTED TO COMMUNITY

Wake Foresters cherish our hometown and the strong relationships 
students, faculty and staff have developed with the Winston-Salem 
community. Core tenets of the Face to Face Speaker Forum (outlined 
below) reflect our commitment to serve and engage members of
our community.

Community Engagement

· Face to Face is community-facing and — through thoughtful
  speaker selection and expanded engagement opportunities —
  works to strengthen connections with Winston-Salem and
  Piedmont Triad residents.

· Face to Face offers special free access to its events by working
  with the United Way of Forsyth County and other community
  organizations.

Student Engagement

· Face to Face offers an intimate look at agents of change who have
  impacted our world. Our program intentionally engages future
  leaders, including Wake Forest students, students from other local
  institutions of higher learning, and students from area public and
  private high schools.

· Select speakers will be available for free, student-led events on
  Wake Forest’s campus for Wake Forest students as well as for other
  local students.

· In addition, Keynote events will offer an allotment of first-come,
  first-served complimentary student seating.



DON’T MISS THE REST OF OUR EPIC SEASON

facetoface.wfu.edu
SINGLE TICKETS ON SALE NOW

november 6, 2025
MITT ROMNEY
A statesman, businessman and former 
governor, senator and presidential 
nominee, he will off er in-depth insights 
into leadership, policy and America’s 
most pressing challenges.
Wait Chapel

february 26, 2026
LT. GEN. H. R. MCMASTER
A bestselling author, he served as 
National Security Advisor and retired 
as a lieutenant general from the United 
States Army aft er 34 years of service.
Wait Chapel

april 15, 2026
CYNTHIA ERIVO
Th ree-time Academy Award nominee 
and star of “Wicked,” she captivates 
audiences while serving as a fearless 
voice for women and people of color 
and setting new standards for diversity 
across the arts.
LJVM Coliseum


