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| AM...A SHEPHERDESS

North Carolina Black Repertory Company

Tuesday, July 30, 8:00pm
Wednesday, July 31, 8:00pm
Thursday, August 1, 2:00pm

Friday, August 2, 8:00pm Wake_ Forest
Saturday, August 3, 2:00pm Harold C. Tedford Mainstage




CELEBRATE OUR 75TH!

Learn more at intothearts.org/75th

ARTS COUNCIL IS THE CHIEF ADVOCATE OF
ARTS AND CULTURE FOR WINSTON-SALEM
AND FORSYTH COUNTY.

Our goal is to serve as a leader in lifting up, creating
awareness and providing support to grow and sustain artistic,
cultural and creative offerings throughout our region.




NORTH CAROLINA
BLACK REPERTORY
COMPANY

| AM...A SHEPHERDESS

ABOUT THE SHOW
Present day. Inside a Church sacristy in Brooklyn, NY. Tashana
and her best friend, Ambreen, are waiting for Fatima and her son,
Jamaal. They're about to rehearse for a wedding.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Founded in 1979 by Larry Leon Hamlin, the North Carolina Black
Repertory Company (NC Black Rep) is the first professional Black
theatre company in North Carolina. It is committed to exposing
diverse audiences to Black theatre classics, the development and
production of new works, and internationally sustaining Black
theatre. The company also produces the International Black Theatre
Festival (IBTF) every two years.

NC Black Rep produces one world premiere play each season,
provides professional theatre training for youth by way of NC Black
Rep’s Teen Theatre Ensemble (TTE). It also hosts a Living Room
Theatre reading series, free to the public and annually produces a
MLK Birthday Celebration that collects non-perishable food items for
Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest, NC.



CAST & CREW:

Antu Yacob..............ccoooveviieiiiiieieee e Actor
Devin Elise Kessler Fitzgerald................................. Actor
Althea AleXis ...............ccoevuveereeiiieiieeieeeeeeeenen Actor
Melissa Joyner ..................ccooeeveuveeceeeeceeeeneeenne. Actor
Bianca LaVerne Jones................ccccccovvevcuveennnen.. Director
Eljon Wardally................cc.cccvvveerviariiannnnn, Playwright
Marie LaSter ...............ccooceevieeiieiiieeeee e Scenic
Kathy Perkins .................cccocooveveiecrieeiieieeannnns Lighting
Jasmine Williams....................ccoovvevvieninnnnannnns Sound
Belynda Mbaye ..................cccoeevuveveenann. Stage Manager
Lauryn Nealy ........................... Assistant Stage Manager
Destiny Hill .....................cooeeeveeeeiiieiieeienn, Costumes
JONN Virgo............ooovevveeiieeiieciie e, Props
Nathaniel Avery .............................. Production Manager

Malachi Woodward.......................... Production Manager
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WHO'S WHO

ANTU YACOB is a thriving actress. Her onstage credits include

work done at Primary Stages, The Fire This Time Festival, American
Slavery Project, The Goodman Theatre, The Cincinnati Playhouse,
The Philadelphia Theatre Company. Yacob's onscreen: Rob Peace,
Inventing Anna, The Other Two Night Comes On, Daredevil, Gypsy, Law
& Order: SVU, Adieu Lacan.

DEVIN ELISE KESSLER FITZGERALD is a New York City based
actress. Her credits include Jordans (The Public Theatre), School
Girls: Or the African Mean Girls Play (The Hangar Theatre), Pipeline
and Three Sisters, (NYU Grad Acting), AOML to God, my family, my
team, my tribe and Delta Sigma Theta for their continuous support.
Asé.

Althea Alexis, a NY-based graduate of Howard University, performed
at the 2022 NBTF as Shawnese in Greenwood. She has credits in
stage, film, commercials, and voice overs. Thank you to my cast and
crew for creating a supportive process. Special thanks to Eljon for
the gift of Ambreen, and Bianca, for genuinely “filling my pot.” It is
my pleasure to return to the IBTF with this production.

BIANCA LAVERNE JONES a Broadway luminary who excels in
theater and film. Her directorial skill is evident in MABEL (featured
in IBTF Film Festival) earning her accolades like the 2024 ESSENCE
Finalist. Educated at LAMDA, her diverse work spans from Crumbs
from the Table of Joy to Eureka Day, showcasing her storytelling
prowess. biancalavernejones.com

ELJON WARDALLY is an award-winning writer who passionately
tells stories about the underrepresented and gives a face to

the faceless. She writes about loneliness and secrets but also
has a zest for telling stories with a dark comedic twist. www.
eljonwardally.squarespace.com



| AM...A SHEPHERDESS HERITAGE
Written by Eljon Wardally Written by JuCoby Johnson

FINDING HOLY GROUND

The Wake Forest University School of
Divinity and the Wake the Arts initiative
are proud to be lead sponsors of this
year's festival with the Finding Holy
Ground project, created with generous
support from the Henry Luce Foundation.

'WAKE FOREST [A [{ LEEHENRY

UNIVERSITY
FOUNDATION

SCHOOL of DIVINITY



WHO'S WHO

BELYNDA MBAYE is a Harlem planted dweller uprooted from
Baltimore many years ago. One summer day in August, she stepped
into National Black Theatre’s doors and expressed her desire to
stage manage. Mbaye found her purpose: the art of serving the
artists in theatre, dance and film as well as working on stage new
developments. She is delighted to be at The International Black
Theatre Festival.

LAURYN NEALY has most recently worked with The Ensemble
Theatre in varied capacities both on and off stage. She is a recent
high school graduate and is continuing her education at North
Carolina A&T State University, where she will pursue a BFA in acting.

MARIE LASTER is a scenic designer based in New York City and
Philadelphia. Scenic design credits include What the Constitution
Means to Me (Arden Theatre), one drop cool (Moxie Arts NY & WP
Theater) and Chicken & Biscuits (TheatreSquared). Laster enjoys
channeling her creative energy through the scenic design process..

marielasterdesign.com

KATHY A. PERKINS has designed on Broadway, Off-Broadway,
regionally and internationally. She is the editor of seven anthologies
and numerous articles. A recipient of multiple awards, including an
NAACP Image Award, Henry Hewes Design and Fulbright. Perkins is
Professor Emerita at the University of Illinois and The University of
North Carolina.

JASMINE WILLIAMS is a 23-year-old young lady from Opelousas,
LA. She is a graduate of Dillard University with a Bachelor of Arts
in Theatre Technology. Williams is a performing artist in acting,
singing, and pre-professional dance training. Her other sound
designs can be heard in Heritage and Coconut Cake here at the
festival!
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Proudly supporting the
International Black Theatre Festival
and local arts organizations

since 2003.
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WHO'S WHO

DESTINY HILL was born and raised in Winston-Salem, NC. In

2022, she earned a B.S. degree in Apparel and Textiles from North
Carolina Central University, followed by a Masters degree in Textiles
from North Carolina State University. Hill is currently pursuing a
Ph.D. at North Carolina State University and serves as the costume
designer for | Am...A Shepherdess.

JOHN VIRGO A television and film producer, with more than 15 years
of production experience. Virgo was ‘raised’ in the Art Department
as set dresser and props master. Currently, he's working as the
video producer for a Charlotte ad agency and creating props for
local theatre's in Winston-Salem.

SPECIAL THANKS

Thank you to NC Black Repertory Company, Wake Forest University
School of Divinity, Wake the Arts and the Henry Luce Foundation
for giving me the opportunity to tell this beautiful and important
story. Thank you to Jackie Alexander, Christina Soriano and Bianca
LaVerne Jones for supporting the development of this play and to
Randy Wilkins for championing me always.



2500 Team Members

After 66 years in the retail automotive business,
Flow Automotive continues to be defined by

THREE SIMPLE PRINCIPLES:

ovenant

Keeping our promises

ommunity

Dedicated to serving

ommitment

To the common good

LY
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ABETTER TOMORROW

At Reynolds, we embrace diversity
and celebrate our differences.

At Reynolds American Inc., we have a clear
purpose to build A Better Tomorrow™.

A diverse workforce and an inclusive culture
are imperative as we transform our business.
The richness of our employees backgrounds,
experiences and perspectives boost our
innovation potential.

Learn more at careers.bat.com




Art Takes CenterStage

in Winston-Salem

Visit Winston-Salem welcomes you to Black
Theatre Holy Ground. We thank and congratulate VISIT

NC Black Repertory Company for 35 years L Wi n ston

of awe-inspiring performances that have put

Winston-Salem on the international stage. salem

The festival has been a bright beacon for North Carolina

groundbreaking performances, and this year

will be ]LJSt as remr]rkable. Visit Winston-Salem Visitor Center
200 Brookstown Avenue

For a list of restaurants, events and things to do, Monday to Friday — 8:30 o.m.-5 pm

go to www.\VisitWinstonSalem.com. saturday — 10 a.m-4 pm, Closed Sunday




Applauding passion in
every performance

Theater is important in the community. It teaches us about diverse people, places,
and ideas. Bravo to the directors, cast, and crew who show us the world in new ways.

Let’s join together in celebrating International Black Theatre Festival.

wellsfargo.com

© 2024 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 7766206-13 MOD: 256
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Winston-Salem State University is a leader in helping our students achieve career
success and move up the economic ladder. WSSU is nationally ranked for our
affordability, value, and helping our graduates achieve social and economic mobility.

IN NORTH CAROLINA FOR ECONOMIC MOBILITY IN NORTH CARQLINA FOR SOCIAL MOBILITY
(NEW YORK TIMES) (1.5, NEWS & WORLD REPORT)
BANG FOR THE BUCK IN INTHE U.S. FOR IN NORTH CAROLINA
THE SOUTHEAST SOCIAL MOBILITY FOR VALUE
(WASHINGTON MONTHLY) (COLLEGENET) (NICHE)
L]

WINSTON-SALEM 5. g
STATE UNIVERSITY R




Inspiring success

Thank you to North Carolina Black Repertory Company for the great work you do in our
COmImunity.

Bank of America's goal is simple — to help make fin | lives better. Whe that means
owning a home, starting a business, building savin, d credit, or being a great place to
work, we connect the people in our communities to the things that matter most.

To learn more, visit us at bankofamerica.com/Triad
What would you like the power to do?”

BANK OF AMERICA %7

Bringing remarkable
center stage

Novant Health is a proud sponsor of the
International Black Theatre Festival, produced by the
North Carolina Black Repertory Company.

Collaborations like this make a remarkable impact on the
lives of those around us. Our care teams are as diverse as
the world itself, and we're focused on creating a healthier
future for all in our community. It's all part of our
commitment to partner with others to improve health and
bring transformative experiences to those we serve.

Enjoy the festival!

B NOVANT
NovantHealth.org m HEALTH




Art makes our
community shine.
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Truliant.org

TRULIANT

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE
International Black
Theatre Festlval




KENAN

Proud Sponsor of the 2024
International Black Theatre Festival

ART RESTART

PODCAST

Exploring how creatives
are reinventing their
fields and building a
new landscape for the
arts.

uncsa.edu/ArtRestart
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Eric J. Sadler, DDS
& Associates

GENERAL
DENTIST

IN WINSTON-SALEM, NC

DR. ERIGJ
SADLER

OUR OFFICE PROVIDES
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

CLEANINGS = WHITENING
CROWNS & BRIDGES

DENTAL IMPLANTS < FILLINGS
PARTIAL & COMPLETE DENTURES

ROOT CANALS « ='¢
WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE
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WE
WELCOME
NEW
PATIENTS

(336) 744-1300

3801 INDIANA AVENUE
WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27105

invisalign®



THE INTERNATIONAL BLACK THEATRE SUMMIT

GHANA
APRIL 27 - MAY 2, 2025

CREATE. CONNECT. HEAL.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS.

We invite you to the 4th Biennial Convening of The International Black Thegtre Summit
in Ghana, April 27-May 2, 2025. Ghana welcomes you and IBTS to the continent with an
agenda to CREATE, CONNECT, and HEAL. Seize this opportunity to replenish and
revitalize our divine and cregative selves and embrace this chance to strategize the
future of Black storytelling across continents.

\* NATIONAL
- THEATRE

INSTITUTE " OF GHANA,

www.thecraftinstitute.org  @thecraftinstitute




coffee - espresso - tea
handmade pastries - quiche
wine - desserts - beer
charcuterie - artisan bread

salads - sandwiches B A K E R Y

T |

Camino Downtown Camino Brookstown

caminobakery.com

BLACK

[ PHILANTHROPY
INITIATIVE

M oF WINSTON-SALEM

Advancing Bold,
Black-Led
Community Change

As Winston-Salem’s only 100% Black-led
funding initiative, BP1 offers a powerful way
to give back and pay it forward.

Through collective giving, grantmaking,
and community engagement, BP| ensures
local organizations have what they need to
advance racial equity and respond to needs
in local Black communities.

Join us! @ Learn more & get involved: bpiws.org




“My book is an insight into what to expect
and how to handle common-sense situations
that arise once you book a show. It can also
transcend into everyday workplace situations.
It's a book that | hope will be handed down
by stage managers, teachers, performing arts
schools, acting and dance classes.”

~Lsrenda Fsraifon

Brenda Braxton is a Tony Award Nominee and Grammy-winning actress,
author and entrepreneur. Her Broadway credits include Smokey Joe's
Cafe, Chicago, Cats, Jelly’s Last Jam, Legs Diamond, Guys and Dolls, and
% the original Broadway production of Dreampgirls. She can also be seen on
SMASH, Nurse Jackie, and The Good Fight, now streaming.

s THE LITTLE BLACK BOOK OF BACKSTAGE ETIQUETTE
o CAN BE PURCHASED ON AMAZON.COM

= Get your flexible”™
© Anytime Pass
today!

SEASON TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
BOX OFFICE | (336) 725-4001 | WWW.LTOFWS.O0RG



e
Come visit our location Sl“eeﬂ
at 607 N. Trade Street, just a block
away from our original restaurant! d

2024-25 Guilford College Bryan Series Speakers

BRYAN SERIES

ICONIC FIGURES | o4

INSPIRING ADVOCACY  LEVARBURTON  ASHLEY JUTD

ACTOR&LITERACY ADVOCATE  ACTRESS & GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN
OCTOBER 24, 2024 APRIL 8,2025

D LOOKFORUSONSOCIAL MEDIA @@ N StevenTanger

O Center|Ratas um

To purchase subscriptions and for additional information, please visit guilford.edu/bryanseries.
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COUNSELING & CONSULTING SERWVICES

HeaLING OUr PEOPLE & ENVIRONMENT

Outpatient Behavioral Health Services and More!

Corporate Office _
810 Akron Dr., Winston-Salem, NC £

Additional locations in the Triad

5

PsyD., MDiv.,

DR. LINDA P. MCRAE
MSW, LCSW, LCAS, CCS, CSOTS, CCS, SAP

DERVANNA"

LUX ESSENTIALS

From Nature to Nurture
www.dervanna.com



EASE INTO

SUMMER AT

REYNOLDA

AMERICAN ART MUSEUM - HISTORIC GARDENS - SHOPPING & DINING VILLAGE

Celebrate Black Artists Currently on View at Reynolda:
Kwame Brathwaite - Thornton Dial - Horace Pippen - Lloyd Toone - Stephen Towns

along with the exhibition, Still I Rise: The Black Experience at Reynolda

Show your IBTF playbill or ticket to receive 50% off Museum admission!

Valid through August 31.

2250 REYNOLDA ROAD, WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA - REYNOLDA.ORG
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Transforming >
Communities

Village Juice & Kitchen is proud to support
initiatives highlighting the diverse talent
within our Black communities, like the
International Black Theater Festival and the
ELETE Experience (launching its inaugural
location at WSSU this Spring).

ELETE increases access to healthy food on
HBCU campuses while creating
entrepreneurial mentorship and experiential
learning opportunities for Black students.

Village Juice & Kitchen is proud to feed the
companies and organizations that support
positive change in our communities. For
information about our corporate catering
program, visit:
www.villagejuicecompany.com/catering

To support entrepreneurship and access to
healthy food on HBCU campuses, visit
www.theelete.com

Order Village Juice & Kitchen Catering to provide a delicious and
healthy meal at your next meeting or event!
www.villagejuicecompany.com/catering



