Invest in Your Network

One of the best ways to invest in your personal and professional relationships is to stay in touch! By sending a personal update message to people in your network, you can keep building upon your connect and solicit support and assistance for your future goals. Check out these tips for the How, When Who, and What around doing this well. Then, use our sample LinkedIn Post and Email Message as a guide to send your own message update to your connections. 

How to Stay in Touch with Your Network: 
· LinkedIn Post
· Email Message
· Social Media Post
· Holiday Card

When to Send Outreach Messages to Your Network:
· Endings/Beginnings (seasonal updates, academic semesters, new year)
· Decision Points (making a career pivot, getting a promotion, starting a new job, moving to a new city, applying to graduate school)
· Consider what’s coming up for you and the type of help, support, or connection you might need from your network

Who to Send Messages to in Your Network:
· Friends and Family
· Neighbors
· Parents or family members of your Friends (if you know them fairly well)
· Past Professors or staff members from WFU 
· Mentors
· Current or past job colleagues and supervisors
· Community connections (from volunteer gigs, your church, etc.)

What to Include in Your Message:
· Why you’re sending it (end of the year, decision point, starting a new adventure)
· Personal update with high-level overview of career and life changes
· Future-oriented overview – “here’s what I’m planning for next”
· Request for connection, information, opportunities as needed and express the desire to stay in touch






Sample LinkedIn Post (to your feed of connections) – You can also transform this into an email note to send out to contacts: 

Happy New Year to all of my LinkedIn connections near and far! I wanted to use the start of the new calendar year to provide a quick personal update.

I’m excited to share that I’ve decided to make a career pivot from consulting to the nonprofit sector. I have always been passionate about giving back to my community and realized that my past experiences and skill set as a consultant would translate well to nonprofit strategy and program development. 

I recently accepted a new job at XYZ Nonprofit and look forward to taking on this new challenge! To my former colleagues and clients who I worked with during my time at ABC Consulting, thank you for all of your support, encouragement, and mentorship. I’m grateful for all of the learning experiences I had and the impact that we were able to make together!

If you currently work in the nonprofit sector and are willing to connect, please let me know. I’d welcome the opportunity to learn from your experience as I embark on this new adventure! 

Wishing you a great start to the year, and Go Deacs!
