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ABOUT WAKE FOREST

Wake Forest University, formed in 1834, has 
experienced decades of growth and innovation.  
Wake Forest is a distinctive university that combines 
a liberal arts core with graduate and professional 
schools and innovative research programs.  Th e 
University embraces the teacher-scholar ideal, which 
prizes the personal interaction between students 
and faculty.  It is a place where exceptional teaching, 
fundamental research and discovery, and the 
engagement of faculty and students in the classroom 
and the laboratory are paramount.

Wake Forest University is a community of men and 
women that seeks the enlightenment and freedom 
which come through diligent study and learning. Its 
higher goal, however, is to give life to the University 
motto “Pro Humanitate,” as members translate a 
passion for knowledge into compassionate service. 
Th e community shares a tradition that embraces 
freedom and integrity and acknowledges the worth 
of the individual. Th e heritage, established by the 
school’s founders and nurtured by succeeding 
generations, promotes a democratic spirit arising 
from open-mindedness and discourse. Wake Forest 
fosters compassion and caring for others. Its collective 
strength and character are derived from the values and 
distinctive experiences of each individual; therefore, 
it affi  rms the richness of human intellect and culture 
and its contribution to knowledge, faith, reason, and 

dialogue. Furthermore, it strives toward a society in 
which good will, respect, and equality prevail. To that 
end, Wake Forest University rejects hatred and bigotry 
in any form and promotes justice, honor, and mutual 
trust. 

Th e University is comprised of the Undergraduate 
College, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, School 
of Business, School of Divinity, School of Law, and 
School of Medicine.  Total University enrollment is 
8,116 students including about 5,102 undergraduates 
and 3,014 students in graduate and professional 
schools.  Students at Wake Forest University enjoy a 
great deal of access to and interaction with world-class 
faculty both in and out of the classroom setting with a 
student-faculty ratio of 11:1. 

Wake Forest is a collegiate university off ering 
a vibrant, intellectual community with a rich 
cultural life, an impressive array of facilities, and a 
strong athletics program competing in the fi ft een-
team Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC).  Since its 
founding, the university has adopted the motto 
“pro humanitate,” which is exemplifi ed by a deep 
institutional commitment to public service and 
engagement with the world. Wake Forest has a strong 
commitment to holistic, eight-dimensional wellbeing 
for students, faculty and staff  as evidenced in the 
Th rive initiative.
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Mission
Wake Forest is a distinctive university that combines 
a liberal arts core with graduate and professional 
schools and innovative research programs. Th e 
University embraces the teacher-scholar ideal, prizing 
personal interaction between students and faculty. It 
is a place where exceptional teaching, fundamental 
research and discovery, and the engagement of faculty 
and students in the classroom and the laboratory are 
paramount.

Th e University continues to fulfi ll its ideal of a more 
diverse learning community, providing students an 
example of the world they will be called upon to 
lead. Th e University sustains a vibrant residential 
community with a broad-based program of service 
and extracurricular activities. Th e University 
recognizes the benefi ts of intercollegiate athletics 
conducted with integrity and at the highest level.

Central to its mission, the University believes in 
the development of the whole person – intellectual, 
moral, spiritual and physical. From its rich religious 
heritage, Wake Forest is committed to sustaining an 
environment where vital beliefs and faith traditions 
can engage secular thought in a climate of academic 
freedom and an unfettered search for truth. Th e 
University embraces the challenges of religious 
pluralism.

While national in scope, the university has been 
shaped by a culture that is distinctively North 
Carolinian. Th is history provides it with a sense of 
place and community responsibility. In extending 
its reach, the University has made a priority of 
international study and international understanding. 
Wake Forest seeks to be a place where a vibrant 
and diverse learning community weds knowledge, 
experiences and service that lift  the human spirit.

Learn more about Wake Forest University at: 
www.wfu.edu

Vision
Wake Forest University aspires to:
• Emphasize exceptional teaching, discovery, and 

student engagement within a dynamic academic 
community;

• Integrate the intimacy of an undergraduate liberal 
arts college with the academic vitality of a research 
university;

• Become a crossroads of discussion on the 
important national and international issues of our 
time;

• Attract a diverse community of the brightest 
educators and students from throughout the 
country and the world; and

• Link intellectual curiosity, moral refl ection and
a commitment to service, shaping ethically 
informed leaders to serve humanity.


