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One for the vears

Virsi satiosal debate (e waz
sertarpieally overdue.

A LLAN LOUDEN cousld
argue either side of wha
won the 1997 Natonal Debate
Tournament for Wake Forest,
O the one hand, he could el
vou chat the champions were
senicr Brian Prestes and junior
Daveed Gartensteim-Ross, On
the ather hand, be could just as
easily convinee you that every
student and every coach who
has parcicipared in the debare
progean at Wake Forest for
the past fifey vears were the
rel winners,

*Hrian and Daveed did this
Far 2l thinse who came belare
them,™ the debare program
dicecror said of the
s STUnning vie-
tory in the NIYT,
held March 21-24 in
Lymchburg, Virginia,
*Ererybody wha's
been part of this pro-
gram is part ol this
Becaunse they have all
raught vs some-
thing.”

Lowden said be and

coach Ross smath
have veceived hun-
dreds of cally from
aloumni andd former assistane
coaches becanse the win matters
ver them all, The mwo-mnd-a-halt-
fonttall waphy Presies and
Crarlenstein-Ross brought home

fuie ThEy

sat un o table i Louden’s offie
surrontded I dying flowers
and zobd-and-black balloons,
“I'he Flowers are dead,™ he said,
“but I'm just nor ready o let
therm go ver”

Fhe Wake Forese debae
squad was more than ready to
win the national championship,
Prior to the tonmament, the
squad was ranked smth i the
nation and the mdividoal ream
of Prestes and Gartenseein-Ross
was ranked second, *We've
been in the final four for four of
the last five years.,”™ Londen
saigl, T use the metaphor
hecause il vou don’t put it in
spores terms, people don'
understand.”

Presres and Gartenstein-Ross

encered the arena prepared to
argue for carbon dioxide per-
mits £ reduce greenhouse gas,
as well as oo defend apainst
other arguments relared o the
subject of reducing cimissions
and polluzion, The flip of a
com determines which team
will take the affinmative stand.
Participants cannot predic
what argements they will face.
although nanonal scouring
reporrs forecast the general
directions that will be taken in
the tournament,

Prestes and Gartenstein-
Ross lost the coin Mip in the
bast ewer rounds and had to
hold their ground threugh
new and unexpeeted cases pre-
senred by the Unieersity of
Michigan and che Universicy

of Georgia, In the semilinals,
they overcame the challenge of
poking boles in the Umyversicy
of Michigan ream’s case for
installing air filters on nrerna-
vianal flights to impede the
spread of virases and other
airborne diseases, That win
aave the Wake Forest team rhe
risht 1o go on o the finals,
lose the flip all over agam,
and seand firm against the
University of Georgia’s pro-
posed solution 1o global
warming, which was to man-
dare imstallation of solar vnits
in all pew federal buildings n
hopes that Asia and the rest of
the world would follew s,

Since the affirmative team is
knowen o win well over half of
all debares and Prestes and
Ciartensrein-Ross were arguing
the negacive, Wake Forest sup-
porters held their breath when
the tourmament director
amnounced chat che judges kad
selecred 2 winner four o one.
Bue that was before he added
“tor the neganve, Wake
Forese.” Louden said the whole
ballroom pave the team a
standing ovation for fifreen
minntes. “Ic’s a lor more fun o
win when people are happy o
see vou win,” he said, “Ivs not
alwavs that way.”

Louden said he could almost
feel Prestes amd Gartenstein-
Raoss willing the wins, “There
15 an ingangible gualuy about
wanting something o happen.”
he said. *You can't coach that,



Campus

ranclom-tvpe guy,
sex o matter what
the other team
wold say, he'd
always havea
response. 'm
good at the things
that I'm good ac,
bur he has a
broader base. He's

Devirod GarteosteinRess, lofh, and Bicn Prostos displey
the championship trephy in e debote sovad rocm in
Carswell Haoll,

You can organize, You can
motivate. You can provide
resonrees i instruction 5o i
possible, bue that lase pare has
to come from them, It's really a
queston of drve,”

Garrenstein-Ross and Prestes
won't be caughe arpuing abour
what made them a good debate
team; Boch will sell yLd 'r|'|.-r_':f'
have complementary serengiths,

“Brian taught me a lovabour
alfirmarive debating,” said
Garrenstein-Ross, “I think he’s
one of the hest athrmacive
speakers in the nanon: He also
taughe me a lot abour political
process arguments or how the
ramificarions of an alficmanve
proposal can affect the process
of agenda-serting in Whashing-
ten, §chink 1 helped him con-
ceprualize answers 1o philo-
sophical arguments against our
case. Teams often choose to
attack vour proposal from
philesophical grounds as
opposed to attacking from o
policy perspective, *

“Traveed is real versanle,”
Prestes said. “He's a kind ol a

imrerested in
almost eversthing
and was able ro
fill holes. 've
becn debating for a long time,
bue I've alwavs eried to avoid
the philosophical side of
things, He helped me build
that up.”

Louden also attributes the
win to the drive of Coach Ross
Smith, who has been with the
team sinee 198, “Ross is
incredibly innovative,” Louden
saicl. “He's the reason we've
become so compentive. He's
always reanventing things. and
other debare wams all over the
couniry have picked up on
some of his mnovarions. Whar
makes me successful i this job
is that I'm not afraid o hire
peaple who are smarter than |
am—and then know enough to
stay out of their way,”

“An out-of-body expencence™
15 the wav Smith descnbed see-
ing Prestes and Gartenseein
Ross take the championship. *Ie
actually bad more 1o do with
howe much Lalways enjoy tha
final evening than whethar we
womn or lost,” he said, * 1o my
minsd, its as much of a ¢elebra-
tion of debate as an acoiviee as

Chronicle

Letter to the Editor

HE GENIUS of the first-year seminar s in its holistic

approach 1o the educational process and to the sw-
denes and teachers involved in thar process. Therefore, |
find 1t both troubling and ironic that Dean Paul X,
Ohrser defends the seminar |:nrt:n.gram because it is prepar-
ing seudents for a world where “*they will be judged by
two and only tworeriterias what they know, and liow
they communicace ic.”™ The acquisioon of knowledge
and the development of communication skills are cer-
tainly two desired ourcomes of formal educanon,
However, | believe thar the most impartant aspects of a
person are defined nor by what or how much thar per-
sort krnows but by how that person uses thar knowledge
for the betterment of the world in which we live. I agree
with William Faulkner: “I believe that man will not
merely endure; he will prevail; not because he alone
among creatires has an inexhaustible voice; but because
he has a soul: a spiric capable of endurance, compassion,

and sacrifice.”
~Purines Lasswra Scorr 75)
Durham, Nocth Carclina

it 15 @ COmMpetitive event.
Evervbody tries to-stay for it,”
Sl said that in addition mo
the planning, crganizancn, and
research coordinaton he and
iz six assistant coaches do lor
the squad, they spenc time one-
on-ong of in small groups to
create an anmosphere that
encovrages debaters to toss
ideas around, “Byv spending this
tirnte with them,” he explained,
“it lelps form the habic of
mind that enables them to ber-
rer debare on the spot—which,
hopefully, will come i handy
laber oy hife.™ W3
— ]";...-'l.'l.' HEY M w#_'l ESTEREMNIYI EK
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