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Katherine A. Shaner is Associate Professor of New Testament at Wake Forest
University School of Divinity. Shaner works with archaeological materials from
modern-day Turkey, Greece, and Israel to help better understand the full context of
the earliest Christian communities. She teaches courses across the New Testament
and early Christian history that explore the theological, social, and political
implications of biblical interpretation for contemporary communities. Throughout

her teaching and scholarship she examines the intersections of race, class, and gender
as well as the ethics of contemporary biblical interpretation. Shaner’s book, Enslaved Leadership in
Early Christianity (Oxford University Press, 2018), challenges readers to re-think common perceptions
about how enslaved persons participated in early Christian communities.



