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* Please stand in body and/or spirit.

Gathering
Welcome Blake Tickle (MDiv ‘20)

*Call to Worship  Melva Sampson

 One: How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a land of suffering?
 All: We shall sing of courage and the strength of the Lord.
 One: How shall we sing the Lord’s song when we feel so lonely?
 All: We shall sing of unity and faithfulness, of reconciliation and hope.
 One: Come, let us sing the Lord’s song this day.
 All: Let us praise God in all our ways forever. Amen. 

*Prayer of the Day

*Congregational Hymn: “Gather Us In”  MUO #9

*Call to Confession  Beth Barksdale (MDiv ‘18)

*Silent Confession

*Prayer of Confession

 All: Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
  word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left  
  undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and  
  strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your  
  mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and  
  direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk  
  in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

*Declaration of Forgiveness

*Song of Praise: “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”
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* Please stand in body and/or spirit.

*The Peace 
    
 One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The   
  peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
 All: And also with you.

The Word

Prayer of Illumination:   Erica Saunders (MDiv ‘19)

 One: Let the words of my mouth
 All: And the meditation of our hearts
 One: Be acceptable to you, O God,
 All: Our Rock and Our Redeemer. Amen.          
 
Reading of Scripture - Psalm 137

 One: The Word of God for the people of God.
 All: Thanks be to God!

Sermon: “Blues in Babylon”     Jon Gaska

Congregational Response: “By the Babylonian Rivers”     See insert

The Eucharist   See insert

Sending 
*Charge and Blessing Jon Gaska



Help make the Earth a much healthier planet simply by saving paper.
View this bulletin and previous versions online, using your mobile or tablet device:
www.divinity.wfu.edu/worship

Notes for Today’s Worship
About the Worship Leader
Jon Gaska was born and raised in the Catholic tradition. He is a second career preacher 
who spent his first career as a jazz musician in Chicago. He attended seminary at The 
Seattle School of Theology and Psychology and is currently the solo-pastor of Trinity 
Presbyterian Church where he has been for four years.

Special Welcome
We are honored to welcome Rev. Jon Gaska and other clergy from the Presbyterian 
Church USA for this special denominational day at Wake Divinity. All guests are invited 
to join us for lunch in the Lower Auditorium immediately following the service. Any 
students interested in learning more about the Presbyterian Church USA denomination 
are invited to join Rev. Gaska and other PCUSA clergy for lunch in the faculty lounge.

Worship
Today’s worship service was planned by Amanda Kerr (MDiv ‘18) and Johanna Kelley 
(MDiv ‘20).

The altar design was created by Sophia Russell (MDiv ‘18).

The bulletin cover is a painting by French painter, Jean-Francois Millet titled “The 
Captivity of the Jews in Babylon.” 

Today’s Call to Worship was found on www.ministrymatters.com. Other liturgies from 
today’s service can be found in the PCUSA’s Book of Common Worship.

Communion 
Communion today is celebrated by intinction. You will be given a piece of gluten-free 
bread that you are invited to dip into the wine or grape juice. 

Wine and grape juice are present in both chalices. Wine is in the lesser-filled side of the 
chalice and inscribed with a “W.” Grape juice is in the greater-filled side of the chalice 
and is inscribed with a “J.”

Worship Team Members
For feedback, suggestions, or o�ers to participate in worship, please contact a 
member of the worship team:

Taina Diaz-Reyes  Michaiah Hinds  Michael Hood
Johanna Kelley  Amanda Kerr   Sean McClure
Christian McIvor  Pamela Mitchell  Sophia Russell   
Blake Tickle




