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PRELUDE: 
Fugue on St. Anne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Donald L. Armitage, University Organist

PROCESSIONAL SONG: “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”
CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 2:1-12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Mia Sloan (MDiv ‘19)

Our God, our Help in ages past,
Our Hope for years to come,

Our Shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal Home!

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its years away;

They fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone,

Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

Our God, our Help in ages past,
Our Hope for years to come,

Be Thou our Guard while troubles last
And our eternal Home!

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Jill Y. Crainshaw
Acting Dean and Blackburn Professor of 

Worship and Liturgical Theology

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT. . . . . . . . . . . .           Michael Hood (MDiv ‘20), Pamela Mitchell (MDiv ‘19), 
Taina Diaz Reyes, (MDiv/MA ‘19)

CONVOCATION ADDRESS:
“Redeemer Nation and Lost Cause Religion: 
Making America Great Again (For the First Time)”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Bill J. Leonard

Dunn Professor of Baptist Studies and
Professor of Church History

fall convocation

*

* Please stand in body and/or spirit.
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SUNG PRAYER RESPONSE: “Shelter Me, O God”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Sally Ann Morris
Musician-in-Residence

PRESENTATION OF THE BILL J. LEONARD DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD PRO FIDE ET HUMANITATE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Derek S. Hicks

Associate Professor of Religion and Culture

BENEDICTION. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bill J. Leonard

RECESSIONAL SONG: “Lift Every Voice and Sing”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               see page 3*
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lift every voice and sing
Lift Every Voice and Sing

9/1/11
10:01 PM

9/1/11
10:01 PM

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871–1938
Tune: ANTHEM, 66 10 66 10 14 14 66 10; J. Rosamund Johnson, 1873–1954



about bill j. leonard

Leonard’s research focuses on Church History with particular attention to 
American religion, Baptist studies, and Appalachian religion. He is the author or 
editor of some 25 books including The Challenge of Being Baptist (2010); Can I 
Get a Witness?: Essays, Sermons and Reflections (2013); and A Sense of the Heart: 
Christian Religious Experience in the U.S., (2014). In March 2015 he delivered the 
William James Lecture on Religious Experience at Harvard Divinity School and in 
February 2017 he gave the William Self Lectures on Preaching at McAfee School of 
Theology, Mercer University. 

His newest book, The Homebrewed Christianity Guide to Church History: Flaming 
Heretics and Heavy Drinkers, was published by Fortress Press in July 2017. Leonard 
is on the board of the Journal of Disability and Religion, The Baptist Quarterly 
(England), the Day1 Preaching Network, the Institute for Rural Journalism 
and Community Issues, and the Governing Board of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship. 

While on sabbatical this year, his research focuses on a new book, tentatively 
entitled: “Security or Idolatry?: A History of Religion and Firearms in the U.S.”  

Leonard writes a twice-monthly column for Baptist News Global, is an ordained 
Baptist minister, and a member of First Baptist Church, Highland Avenue 
(American Baptist Churches, USA) in Winston-Salem.
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the bill j. leonard
distinguished service award 

pro fide et humanitate

The Bill J. Leonard Distinguished Service Award is awarded annually to faculty, 
alumni, or friends of the Wake Forest University School of Divinity. The award 
will be given annually at the spring University Founder’s Day Convocation or 
at an appropriate venue to be determined by the School. Recipients embody the 
principle of Wake Forest’s motto of Pro Humanitate and the School’s mission, 
such as a commitment to diverse faith engagements and to being agents of justice, 
reconciliation, and compassion in Christian churches and other ministries. 

The award was established and funded by the late James M. Dunn and his wife, 
Marilyn, to honor “the life contributions of Bill J. Leonard as teacher, scholar, 
historian, and as the first dean of the divinity school at Wake Forest.” Dunn 
served as resident professor of Christianity and public policy from 1999 until his 
retirement in 2014.

The first award was made during the 2009-2010 academic year to commemorate the 
School’s first class of entering students in 1999 and to honor the Reverend Doctor 
Bill J. Leonard’s decade of service to the School.

Previous recipients include:

2010
Bill J. Leonard

2011
Douglass “Doug” M. Bailey 

Assistant Professor of Urban Ministry (retired)

2012
Laura Barclay (MDiv ‘08)

2014
Michael “Mike” Aiken (‘71) 

Executive Director, Greensboro Urban Ministry (retired)

2015
Jo Ann Trethaway 

Operations Manager, School of Divinity (retired)

2016
Jeanette Wallace Hyde 

United States Ambassador and Wake Forest life trustee



The School of Divinity gathers together for worship on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the 
academic year at 11:00 a.m. in Davis Chapel (located in Wingate Hall). Community 

members are invited to join us. Here’s a preview of our upcoming worship leaders:

Tuesday, September 26
Rev. Minerva G. Carcaño

Bishop of the California-Nevada Annual Conference
The United Methodist Church

Tuesday, October 17
Admiral Margaret Kibben

Chief of Chaplains
U.S. Navy

Tuesday, October 31
Rev. Susan Minaisan

Pastor, Sojourners United Church of Christ
Charlottesville, VA

Thursday, November 2
Jorge Lockward

Director of the Global Praise Program of the General Board of Global Ministries
The United Methodist Church

for the complete fall worship schedule,
visit wakediv.school/commworship

community worship
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Thank You
We gratefully acknowledge the following for making a gift of $1,000 or more 

to the School of Divinity during the 2016-2017 academic year:

Elms (‘62, MD ‘66) and Harriet Allen
David (‘85, P ‘14) and Leigh (P ‘14) Ammons

Pat (GP ‘10) and Bob (GP ‘10) Ayres
Louis (‘65, P ‘94, P ‘97 JD) and Sara (P ‘94, P ‘97 JD) Bissette

Shelmer Blackburn (‘82)
Mark (P ‘19) and Jill (P ‘19) Boyce

Ann (MDiv ‘02) and Bob (JD ‘76) Brinson
Tommy (MDiv ‘15) and Elizabeth  Brown

Kellie (MDiv ‘09) and Richard (MBA ‘07) Browne
Robert (‘62, P ‘91) and Dale (P ‘91) Caldwell

Jean Cooper (MALS ‘89)
Michael (MALS ‘11, P ‘16) and Barbara (JD ‘90, P ‘16) Curry

Trey Davis (‘91)
Charlie (‘78) and Peggy Dickerson

John (P ‘90) and Evelyn (P ‘90) Drayer
Amy (MDiv ‘02) and Arthur Finkelberg

Sue Fitzgerald
Bill (‘52) and Sue Forehand

Tom (‘58) and Sandra Foster
Pam (‘80) and Mike Frey

Lewis (‘76) and Carolyn Gaskin
Dave (‘77, P ‘09 MSA) and Diane (‘77, P ‘09 MSA) Gill

Alexis Johnson  and Renee Goldsberry
Joe (‘64, P ‘93, P ‘95) and Ann (P ‘93, P ‘95) Hall

Rick (‘67) and Anne (‘67) Harris
Nathan and Julie Hatch

Sue (P ‘14) and Doug (P ‘14) Henderson
Phyllis Hewitt (P ‘79)

Ashley (‘61, JD ‘63, P ‘90 JD, P ‘93) and Wanny (‘62, P ‘90 JD, P ‘93) Hogewood
Mark (‘83, P ‘18) and Joanna (P ‘18) Holt
Sam (P ‘99) and Anne (P ‘99) Hummel

Jeanette Hyde (‘58, LLD ‘10)
Barbara Baugh and John Jarrett

Paul (MBA ‘78) and Nola (‘78) Knouse
Ginny (‘83, P ‘10, P ‘12) and Mark (P ‘10, P ‘12) Lawson

Dee LeRoy (‘57, P ‘84, GP ‘17)
Gloria (‘70, P ‘98, P ‘01, P ‘07 MBA) and Jim (‘69, P ‘98, P ‘01, P ‘07 MBA) Martin
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George (‘58, JD ‘60, P ‘83, P ‘87 JD, P ‘88, P ‘03 JD) and Gayle (P ‘83, P ‘87 JD, P ‘88, P ‘03 JD) Mast
Bill (P ‘98) and Peggy (P ‘98) Mast

Easter Maynard (‘93)
Sue (‘67, P ‘97) and John (P ‘97)McGrady

Alice (MAED ‘82) and Jud Milam
Maureen Monen (GP’19)

Tim (‘09) and Marjorie Montgomery
Guy (P ‘95, P ‘99, P ‘09) and Elizabeth (P ‘95, P ‘99, P ‘09) Montgomery

Gail R. O’Day and Tom Frank
John Parker (‘95)

Rogan Kersh (‘86) and Sara Pesek
Ted (‘70, P ‘99, P ‘02) and Anne (‘69, MA ‘75, P ‘99, P ‘02) Philpott

Celeste (‘67, P ‘97, P ‘00, P ‘05 MBA, P ‘05 JD) and Will (P ‘97, P ‘00, P ‘05 MBA, P ‘05 JD) Pittman
James (‘53) and Ganell Pittman

Mike (‘68, P ‘94) and Bobbie (P ‘94) Queen
Susan (‘78, P ‘10) and Samuel (P ‘10) Rankin

Gerald (‘80, JD ‘82, P ‘09, P ‘12, P ‘12 JD) and Stephanie (‘81, P ‘09, P ‘12, P ‘12 JD) Roach
David Senior

David Shannon (‘79, P ‘95) and Piper Chamel (P ‘09)
Stephany Sherman (‘76)

Craig (‘73, MBA ‘03) and Martha Siler
Bill (‘58) and Bert (‘58) Smith

Raymond (‘50) and Rachel Stone
Gray (‘85) and Barbara Styers

Brad Tharpe (MDiv ‘02) and Sara Swift Tharpe (MAED ‘04, MDiv ‘11)
Jo Ann  and Scott  Trethaway

Carl (‘68, P ‘95, P ‘97, P ‘04) and Linda (P ‘95, P ‘97, P ‘04) Tucker
Dee Dee  and Donald Turlington

Steven (P ‘19) and Sheila (P ‘19) Virgil
Suzanne (‘04) and David  Werner
Barbara (‘58) and Bob Whiteman

Linda Whitmire (‘64)
Robert  and Marion Wiens

George (‘61, P ‘94) and Carol (‘64, P ‘94) Williamson

For information on how you can support the Wake Forest University School of Divinity, 
please contact Sheila Virgil, Assistant Dean of Development, 

336-758-3819 or virgils@wfu.edu.
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Thursday, September 19, 5:00 p.m., Wingate Hall Room 302
Food, Ecology, and Vocation: How God Called an Atheist from Las Vegas to Start a Faith-
Based Farm Ministry and Steward a Christian Food Movement
with the Rev. Nurya Love Parish

In a tremendous time of change for the church and all Creation, God is still at work. 
Discerning and following God’s call on your life is the work of a lifetime. Rev. Parish will share 
her own story and some of the stories of other reflective practitioners responding to God’s call 
at the intersection of Christian discipleship, sustainability, health and justice. This lecture is 
sponsored by the School of Divinity’s Food, Health, and Ecological Well-Being Program.

join us this fall 

Tuesday, September 26, 11:00 a.m., Wait Chapel
Mac Bryan Prophetic Preaching Series welcomes Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño

In 2004, Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño became the first Hispanic woman to be elected to the 
episcopacy of The United Methodist Church, the second-largest Protestant denomination in 
the U.S. She currently serves as Bishop of the San Francisco Area of The United Methodist 
Church, and is an official spokesperson for the United Methodist Council of Bishops on the 
issue of immigration. A native of Edinburg, Texas, Bishop Carcaño spent her early years 
aspiring to make a difference in the lives of persons who faced poverty and discrimination. 
Not forgetting her roots and early hopes, her ministry has always involved work with the poor, 
farm workers, immigrants, refugees, and those advocating for the full rights of the LGBTQ 
community.

Friday, November 3 - Saturday, November 4, First Baptist Church on Fifth, Winston-Salem
Let Justice Sing Down: Congregational Songs for Our Times

The two-day music festival unites individuals and choirs, clergy and laity from the Winston-
Salem and Triad area faith communities in musical celebration of shared worship and common 
concerns of social justice in our city, our country, and our world. Worship leadership involves 
some of the best known church musicians in the United States including Brian Hehn of the 
Center for Congregational Song, James Abbington of Emory University’s Candler School of 
Theology, D’Walla Simmons-Burke of Winston-Salem State University, and Jorge Lockward of 
the Global Praise Program of the General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist 
Church.

for more information about these events 
and others, visit divinity.wfu.edu/events 
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The Wake Forest University School of Divinity is a dynamic and ecumenical theological institu-
tion that prepares men and women to be religious leaders in a changing world. The School cur-
rently offers the Master of Divinity degree and several joint degrees in law, bioethics, counseling, 
education, and sustainability, and a dual degree pathway in business, offered in partnership with 
other schools of the University. Through imaginative courses and diverse programs of commu-
nity engagement, students are equipped to be agents of justice, reconciliation, and compassion in 
Christian churches and other ministries.

divinity.wfu.edu
@wakediv  •  #wakediv


