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Overview

• Program Background & Faculty Perspective

• Student Perspective

• Administrative Perspective

• Q&A

• Workshop / Brainstorming Session



Faculty Perspective

















Best Practices: Faculty

• Assignments and program 
structure reflect the 
institution’s mission & values

• Foreign language programs 
have a language pre-requisite

• Students prepare for the 
project in a credit-bearing 
pre-departure course

• Course syllabi contain clear 
instructions that help move 
projects forward

• Student work is shared online 
and via presentations & 
campus panels



Student Perspectives
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Formative & intimate immersion experience: 
through the lens of an aspiring scholar 



On-site research paper: “La fiesta del Corpus Christi en 
Cádiz: una fiesta por y para la communitas gaditana” 

NB- Gaditanos= people of Cadiz



Testing & Finding Truth
• One-on- one mentor 

meetings with 
Professor Cate-Arries

• Homestay mom –
Carmen

• Working with Juan from 
Mundolengua ( host 
institution)

• Language & culture 
and art classes in 
Spanish 



• Solidarity with friends who are also working on their 
own research 

• Sense of being a researcher 



• Actively developing relationships with people

• Participating in the field research myself 



Best Practices: Students

• Choose a topic you are 
passionate about

• Start gathering 
materials and planning 
on-site research before 
departure

• Spend time with locals 
to enhance 
immersion/research 
experience



Administrative Perspective



Administrative Considerations

• Program planning cycle

• Outreach & recruitment

• Program logistics & partner 
relations

• Cross-campus partnerships

• Post-program data 
collection challenges

• Replicating program models



Best Practices: Administrators

• Create planning timelines

• Communicate all benefits

• Find connected partners

• Collaborate across campus

• Examine different ways to 
collect and analyze data

• Adapt successful models to 
site-specific contexts

• Evaluate programs regularly



Questions?



Workshop / Brainstorming
• Identify 2-3 key “academic values” of your current institution. What 

kinds of activities or experiences/opportunities/knowledge areas 
does your institution emphasize as valuable for students?

• Choose one of the above. How could this “value” be put into 
practice through a study abroad assignment that goes beyond the 
classroom?

• Does your institution currently have a program in the country 
where you would like to direct student work?
• If YES: Is there a course students currently take abroad that 

could be modified so that one of the assignments required 
them to interact with the local community?

• If NO: Identify 3 key components you would consider “non-
negotiable” in your dream study abroad program. How could a 
research/experiential component be connected to one of 
these “must haves”?

• What do you see as the number one challenge in incorporating a 
research component into your current programming?


